CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting  held at the Victory Club, Cheltenham, on Wednesday 22nd May, 2013.
Attendees : N.Oram, J.Hunt, M.Neave, B.Hill, T.Holmes, B.Overington, I.Swales, I.Hamilton, T.Onions, A.Clayton, P.Daly.
Apologies: B.Attwood, D.Vaux, G.Cook, P.Tustain.
Matters Arising from the minutes. 
Victory Club Trophy Cabinet situation. Ben H contacted Arthur Bailey at the Victory Club but could not meet on the days Arthur was at the Club. Ben handed this action over to Gordon C to follow up. This now handed over to John Hunt/Ian Swales.
John H updated the tables following AC Olympia’s reserves withdrawal. Ian H emailed AC Olympia regarding the 3 year ban on entering another reserves side. Their record is expunged and they count as one of the relegated teams from Division 4. 
John H rescheduled fixture between Welland and Montpellier. Ian H emailed both Welland and Montpellier. 
Ian H emailed Apperley & Tewkesbury Dynamos regarding the Committees’ decision to permit the club to keep their lower division side following the clubs’ decision only to enter one team for next season. This is obviously pending on the constitution being agreed at the AGM.
Alan C formally charged Newlands over the fact that one of their players played a number of games whilst he was on the GFA Sine Die list. 

Newlands provided Mitigation within the 7 days which was considered by the Management Committee holding an emergency meeting at the Minor Charities Final. This Mitigation was discussed and failed to changed the decision. Newlands decided against a further appeal and accepted the Committees’ fine and sanction in accordance with the rules. 

Bob Overington presented Bibury with the Division 1 trophies at their final League game. 

Falcons admitted playing a player in their game v WMK under a different name and were charged  in accordance with the rules. Points were awarded to WMK.
Ian H emailed Bredon Secretary reminding him that he cannot dictate who is and who is not appointed to referee their games. 

Pete D emailed Andy Ward who has hung up his whistle to thank him for his years of service as a Referee on the League. 

John H arranged his 2 remaining games. 

Ian H to arrange meeting with CBC to discuss pitches and other facilities in regards to our CBC pitch users. CBC are still ringing John H about pitches and changing rooms. This will be organised for June. It needs to be emphasised that CBC pitches are now clubs business but the League still has a duty of care to clubs and also wish to highlight the facilities issues that some of our clubs have been reported as a concern. 
Prize money for our winning clubs agreed at last meeting, Ian H to arrange vouchers. 

Defibrillator for Bishops Cleeve FC. John H and Matt N to complete with John H organising photographer and write up. 
League Secretary.
Two clubs applied and were successful in their applications for FA Cup Final Tickets. 
First year of Match Notifications resulted in 136 fines totalling £680. Stirling work completed by Ian Swales on capturing all the information and Ian noted that out of 56 clubs, 16 clubs have actually gone through the season without a fine for failing to address the Match Notificaitons’ requirement and should be congratulated.
Ian H emailed Tewkesbury Town with the decision that they could not postponed their game v Butlers. This game went ahead, unfortunately Tewkesbury Town played an in-eligible player in goal and were duly sanctioned following an emergency meeting of the League Management Committee. 

Ian H emailed all clubs to remind them to trial match reporting on Full-Time while they had the chance before seasons end as this would be used from the start of next season. Still received very positive comments from those who have used it thus far. 

Wednesday 29th May 2013 will be the night for prospective new team interviews. Two rooms have been booked at the Victory club and once all Committee members confirm their attendance, two groups will be set up for the two rooms. 

The Clubs are:

Charlton Rovers 3rds

Cheltenham Athletic (workers together form a local insurance company)

Cheltenham United Reserves (providing their 1sts get promoted)

FC Lakeside Reserves

Foregate FC (Worcester)

Hare and Hounds FC

Leigh and Bransford Badgers (Worcester)

Powick FC (Worcester)

Pittville United Reserves

Swindon Village Bowmen

Cheltenham Saracens and Cleeve Wanderers have both withdrawn their applications. 

UWE Hartpury U/21’s application did not come in. 

Belmore, Elmbridge Old Boys have decided not to continue for next season. AC Olympia Reserves have of course gone. Northway Reserves have decided not to run with their 1st team for next season. Naunton Park and Winchcombe 3rds are talking about not entering for next season. 
Action on Ian H to notify Northway that the League Management Committee voted to accept their proposal. 

Disappointment when the Echo published a report regarding the Minor Charities Cup Final which was heavily biased towards one of the teams. This was despite the fact that John H had actually submitted a report. Following Ben H taking this up with the Echo, it was pleasing that they subsequently printed John H’s report. I also had discussions with Rich Webb at HWU about this whose club were also disappointed. Rich was pleased to see the other report and with the content. 
Very good summing up of the season in Rob Morrisons’ Echo report. 

Excellent Charity finals, some a bit sparse on Management Committee turn-out. 

Concerns from me that I am not getting replies to emails from all the Management Committee when emails are sent.  This makes planning for any event very difficult if I do not know whether  you are turning up or not. 
Roger Burden informed Gordon C at the Senior Charity Final that Dennis Barrett had reached his 100th Birthday, so we need to discuss if we are doing anything to recognise this as Dennis is still the League patron and has been involved with the League for such a long time. Action on John H to purchase a suitable trophy from Don Brownings and Nick O to provide the wording for the engraving. 
Correspondence
Hestersway United advised after checking with the League Secretary their club name for next season will be the Trojans. They are being sponsored by a local Gym.
Cheltonians advised after checking with the League Secretary their club name will be Cheltenham Patriots for next season. They also advised they will be playing on the Astroturf at Winchcombe school. 

Cheltenham United advised that they will be moving to All Saints Academy for next season. 
League Presentation night was a great success with excellent feedback. More planning will need to be done for next seasons in term of format and presentation though. 
Correspondence received from Sue Ryder, CSAD, St.Johns, Roger Burden regarding their attendance at the Senior Charities Final.

League Secretary contacted by the 3 new Worcestershire applicants to join our league that they had been advised the Worcester League are going to try to block any side leaving the Worcester League to join the Cheltenham league by preventing them playing out of the County. League Secretary raised this with Graham Holmes at Hanley Swan who said there was a form that the clubs had to fill in to advise they were going to transfer. 
GFA
A Referee was reported to the GFA for pulling out of his game late and emails coming in pertaining to be coming from him, but from an address that had not been notified to the League. The Referee was allegedly investigated by the GFA Referees Committee but neither our Referees Secretary or the League Secretary asked for input. League Secretary advised the GFA of his disappointment saying that the emails from this Referee from another email account not previously notified could have in-fact been sent by anyone. 

The Referee then emailed the League Chairman saying “The League Secretary had Egg on his face after reporting him and then the GFA throwing it out”. 
GFA Referees Committee Chairman then informed the League Secretary that he did not like the fact that the League Secretary was disappointed that neither himself, nor the League Referees Secretary was asked for input on the matter. 
Committee decided to place an action on the League Secretary to email the Referee informing him that only emails would be the form of communication and that only this Referees email address would be accepted. Any other email address without a change being notified would not be accepted. 

Furthermore, the Committee ruled that the Referee must issue an apology in the form of an email to the League Secretary for his comments above or he will not be offered any Refereeing assignments on the League for next season. This must be received in the next 14 days. 

The game a Referee reported several players to the League for wearing undershorts of a different colour was discussed with Steve Tanner (Referees Development Officer) at the GFA. Steve informed the League Secretary  that the Referee should not have allowed the game to be started if he was not satisfied with the undershorts as this is now in the standard FA rules. He further informed us that the League could not punish clubs for this offence and he would attempt to re-educate the particular Referee. 
 Rule Offences
May Fines

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5h:  Failure to deal satisfactorily with the business of the League Fine at discretion of Management Committee:

i. Incurring more fines in one meeting than 5 fine limit set by Management Committee for a club with two teams in the League. Fine 1 point deducted:Priors (6 fines incurred 1 point deducted from team in Division Four)
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5i: Late Payment of Invoices – Fined £15 and suspended:15/04/13 - Bishops Cleeve (invoice no. 11229 - £12.50), Cheltenham Civil Service (invoice no. 11234 - £105.00), Cheltenham Saracens (invoice no. 11235 - £45.00), Hesters Way United (invoice no. 11250 - £230.50), Naunton Park Rovers (invoice no. 11255 - £19.00), Northway (invoice no. 11259 - £64.50), Priors (invoice no. 11262 - £97.50), Shurdington Rovers (invoice no. 11266 - £35.00)
The following clubs have been charged with rule 8o – playing an ineligible player – Fined £15, pointed gained from match deducted and further 3 points deducted (first offence):

08/04/13 - Div 3 Falcons v WMK (Rich Gamble played under a false name)

27/04/13 - Div 5 Northway v Hesters Way United (Ed Scarrott played under a false name)

30/04/13 - Div 1 Tewkesbury Town v Butlers (Jason Steele played under a false name)

The following clubs have been charged with rule 8o – playing an ineligible player – Fined £20, pointed gained from match deducted and further 4 points deducted (second offence): 04/05/13 – Div 6 Leckhampton Rovers v FC Barometrics (Joe Ineson played under a false name)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10d – failure to contact the opposition secretary three days prior to the playing of a match. Fined £5.

20/04/13 - Div 5 Hesters Way United (email sent to wrong address),Div 6 Hatherley FC (email sent 18/04/13)

23/04/13 - Div2 Brockworth Albion (email sent 21/04/13), Div 2 Shurdington Rovers (email sent 21/04/13), Div4 Priors (email sent 21/04/13), Div 5 Apperley& Tewkesbury Dynamos (email sent 21/04/13), Div 5 Staunton & Corse (email sent 21/04/13), Div6 Fintan (email sent 21/04/13)

25/04/13 - Div4 Cheltonians(email sent 23/04/13), Div 4 Priors (email sent 23/04/13)
27/04/13 - Div2 Newton FC (email sent 25/04/13), Div6 Prestbury Rovers (email sent 26/04/13)

29/04/13 - Div5Apperley& Tewkesbury Dynamos (email sent 27/04/13)

30/04/13 - Div2 Shurdington Rovers (email sent 28/04/13), Div4 Bredon (email sent 29/04/13), Div 4 Priors (email sent 29/04/13), Div5 Newlands Athletic (email sent 28/04/13), Div 6 Prestbury Rovers (email sent 29/04/13)

02/05/13 - Div4 Priors (email sent 30/04/13)

04/05/13 -Div5 Newlands Athletic (email sent 02/05/13)
07/05/13 - Div3 Naunton Park Rovers (email sent 06/05/13), Div5 Hesters Way United (email sent 05/05/13)

09/05/13- Div5Hesters Way United (email sent 07/05/13)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10d – failure to contact the referee three days prior to the playing of a match. Fined £5.

04/05/13 – Div 2 Northleach Town (No email sent)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10f: Failure to fulfil a fixture. Fined £20 and 4 points deducted (second offence): 4/05/13 – Div 5 Winchcombe Town

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10f: Failure to fulfil a fixture. Fined £40 and 8 points deducted (sixth offence): 23/03/13 – Div 4 Bourton Rovers

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11a - failure to complete Result cards correctly.  Fined £5 for each offence

No Sportsmanship Marks: 23/04/13-Div 4 Priors
No Referee Named: 25/04/13-Div 4 Cheltonians
Club Referee Named: 04/05/13 – Div 5 Newlands Athletic
Referee Marks 60 or less with no letter: 25/04/13-Div 2 Bredon

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11b: Failure to Notify the Results Secretary of results or postponements within 2 ½ hours of stipulated kick off time:  

Fined £5 (first offence):

02/05/13 - Div 2 Brockworth Albion (SMS result received 09.40 on 03/05/13)
Fined £20 (fourth offence):

30/04/13 - Div 4 Welland(SMS result received 21.36)

Fined £25 (fifth offence):

04/05/13 - Div 4 Welland(SMS result received 18.29)
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11c – Failure to submit a Match Result card to the Registration Secretary within 5 days of a match.  Fined £10:
23/04/13 - Div 3 Belmore, Div 4 Sherbourne; 25/04/13 - Div 2 Staunton & Corse.
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with Rule 11e – Failure to submit team sheets to League Results Secretary within 5 days: Fined £10:

27/04/13 Div 1 -Apperley& Tewkesbury Dynamos, Div 4 – Leckhampton Rovers, Welland.

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10f: Failure to fulfil a fixture. Fined £15 and 3 points deducted (first offence):06/04/13 – Div 4 Montpellier, 23/04/13 – Div 5 Cheltenham Saracens

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 13c: Failure to provide a club linesman for the whole match.  Fined £5: 20/04/13 – Div 2 Bredon;02/05/13 – Div 4 Bourton Rovers
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 14a: Failing to notify the League Secretary in writing, on or before the 31st March, of its intention to continue in, or withdraw from, the league, for the forthcoming season. Fined £25 per team: Bourton Rovers, Bredon (2 teams), Hesters Way United, Kings (2 teams), Naunton Park Rovers, Villagereal, Whaddon United (2 teams), WMK
The following clubs have been charged with Charities Cup Rule 6e – playing an ineligible player – Fined £15, and expelled from the competition: 15/04/13 - Newlands Athletic
The following Clubs have been charged a £30 administration fee following suspension from the League for Rule Offences: Bishops Cleeve, Cheltenham Civil Service, Cheltenham Saracens, Hesters Way United, Naunton Park Rovers, Northway, Priors, Shurdington Rovers

Treasurers Report
Matt N. provided a summing up of the League accounts at the end of the financial year. 
This included the Charities monies which will be divided between our 3 chosen charities of a very healthy excess of £4000. 

The dividing up to the 3 charities was decided and this would be presented at the AGM. 
Honoraria

The League Chairman had previously discussed the method of deciding on the levels of Honoraria for the officers with the League Secretary and Treasurer as it was felt a better scientific method was required with obvious heavy involvement from the League Treasurer as he was the main person to know what funding was available after all the expenditure was taken care of. 

The levels were set and will be put before the AGM to ratify.  

Action on Ian H to ask all officers to provide clear job descriptions to review at our first meeting of the new season. 

Referees
Pete D reported that he had been informed that he had been informed from the recent Cheltenham RA meeting that the Stroud league had been given a grant of £2000 to run refereeing courses from either the FA or the GFA. 

Action on Ian H to ask the GFA for some information on this and to request the same funding for the Cheltenham League. 
Pete further reported that he was in the process of issuing the Referee registrations for next season. All Referees would have to be on email to be appointed to any games and they would also be expected to confirm games with home clubs who contact them to confirm a game. 
New League Rules for next season
Rule 8N)

 Each team may only include 5  players who have played for a team of higher County Cup classification during the course of the current season but who have not played in at least 50% of the League fixtures of the team in question.
Applications to play a player who is not otherwise qualified to play under the terms of the above paragraphs, must be made IN WRITING to the League and Registration Secretaries AT LEAST THREE clear days before the date of the match in question, although in EXCEPTIONAL circumstances this time limit may be relaxed. The following details are to be submitted on such applications:
This change was voted in at this meeting and will now be put before the AGM. 
Fixtures
All fixtures were completed by the required date. 

Results 
The SMS systems had been a great success with any hiccups taken care of along the way. 
Registrations  
Nothing to report as Phil T had sent his apologies. 

Any Other Business
The suspended fines to both Bourton Rovers and Hestersway United will not be imposed at this time as both clubs had shown a good level of improvement. However the suspended fines will stand until the November 2013 League meeting so they can be reviewed and a decision will then be taken. 

Action on Ian H to let both clubs know.
Ian H raised the Yearbook for the new season and the need to get a sub-committee together in June to review our requirements, changes to be submitted at the end of June for publication. Nick O, Ian S, Ben H and Ian H will form this sub-committee. Action on Ian H to book up a date in June. 
Charities Cup Finals – it was proposed by the League Secretary that the Finals should go straight to penalties vice going to extra time if scores were level after 90 minutes. The Minor Final actually went to extra time and the Senior Final looked as if it was going to up until the winning goal was scored in the 90th minute. The fact that floodlights were needed in the Minor and Senior Finals were examples of why the League Secretary felt this was needed. 

This proposal was carried at this meeting with two members voting against and would therefore be put before the AGM to ratify. Action on Ian H to put this on the agenda. 

Ian S raised the disappointing complaint from the Victory Club that during the presentation night, someone had helped themselves to both drinks and crisps from the un-manned rear bar. £5 worth of goods were actually missing. At the end of the night, there were not many people still in the rear room so it was pretty obvious who was responsible for this. 

To keep thing right in terms of stock levels, it was agreed that League funds would be used to reimburse the Victory Club of goods that were taken. The Victory Club steward was then happy to draw a line under this and the League will take greater controls to ensure this does not happen again. Action on Ian H to raise this with the club who were last in the rear bar area.
John H raised the fact that 3 in-eligible players played for clubs at the end of the season. It would be decided at the first League Management meeting of the new season what decision would be made against the individual players. One of them had actually been banned from appearing in the Cheltenham League for the entire season after knowingly signing for two clubs at the start of the season just ended. 
NEXT MEETING – League AGM Wednesday 12th June 2013 at 7.15pm
