CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting  held at the Victory Club, Cheltenham, on Wednesday 27th March, 2012.
Attendees    B.Attwood, J.Hunt, T.Onions, M.Neave, T.Holmes, P.Daly, N.Oram, A.Clayton, B.Hill, B.Overington, P.Tustain, I.Hamilton
Apologies    G.Cook, J.Crowther, D.Barrett
Bob Attwood took the Chair in Gordon Cook’s absence and welcomed everyone to the meeting. He informed the meeting that Gordon was currently suffering from a bad back but he had been in regularly touch with him and he had wished everyone well and his thoughts were still very much on League business. 
Matters Arising from the minutes. 
M.Neave confirmed the League Insurance Policy details in regards to the Trophies and suggested a way to move forward. The league were insured for loss or significant damage. Clubs will however be charged with damage whilst trophies are in their procession. Indeed several clubs will be invoiced this season for damage to trophies whilst in their procession. 
The Committee decided that trophies would be presented in future to league and cup winners, but would then be immediately handed back to league officials for safe keeping. If clubs wanted to keep the trophies for presentation evenings or photograph opportunities they would have to provide a £200 deposit to do so. 
Clubs would be given the opportunity to have a photograph of the trophy for their retention. 

Invoices received from Brownings and all trophies repaired, engraved and collected.
B.Attwood has asked one of his contacts for cost to make cabinets for the trophies that require them. However this has not been completed yet as the trophies were away being repaired/engraved. I.Hamilton to also ask one of his contacts for a quote, then a decision can be made on the way forward. 
League Secretary to move forward and plan for use of subsidised footballs by clubs for next season. UHLSPORT have provided two match footballs for trials, we also have the supplied MACRON balls for the Cup Finals, then a decision can be made on the preferred supplier once prices are clear and understood. 

N.Oram has already distributed a change of rule document to include alternative pitches that clubs may use. This will be discussed at this meeting. 

League Secretary emailed all clubs regarding marking of referees, specifically not to mark just on a single incident, but to take the entire game into focus. 

FC Barometrics have recompensed the money stolen from the Referees’ dressing room during a game on 18/2/12. League Secretary thanked FC Barometrics for taking this action. 

League Secretary emailed Newton and gave the conditions to which their signing of a player from a higher league could play. 
League Secretary.

Following documents have been circulated by N.Oram for review and discussion at this meeting :
League and Charity Cup rule change proposals :
The GFA have conducted a rule review and they protested about our rule 5D in particular. N.Oram who presides over our rule sub-committee had actually sent a previous rule revision to the GFA which was accepted by them. Now it is not. N.Oram to send the rule document off to the GFA without further delay. Major changes are the use of artificial pitches in inclement weather. Clubs are to nominate artificial pitcths at the start of the season sof if they use it, the league has to know and indeed the league may on occasions instruct them to use them. If the GFA come back with further objections, the  League Secretary will write to the Chief Executive of the GFA to ask him if he would like consider taking over the running of our league as this point has taken several committee members numerous hours to complete. 
Charity Cup Sub Committee Report :
All dates have now been set apart from the Senior Charities Final which is awaiting negotiation with Cheltenham Town regarding their pitch availability. 
Ben Hill has all the programs set up. 

Macron, Bristol Street Motors and the GMB will be approached to perform the presentations on Finals nights. 

Future Developments Sub Committee Report:
The Committee met and discussed handbooks, new rules and the increased usage of Fulltime. It was decided at his meeting that items in the handbook which are liable to change such as team details and referees would be left out and held on the website so updates could be made more easily. 
B.Hill has now got the signed contract for sponsorship from Bristol Street Motors.

Moreton Rangers advised that they will not be continuing in the league next season. 
Current new applications to join the league stand at 2 definates (Northway, Cheltenham United) and 3 possibilites (Priors Park FC, Staunton and Corse (2 teams)
Card of condolence sent to John Crowther on behalf of the League following the sad passing of his wife. 

Appeal by Smiths in relation to their suspension and resulting fine:
Smiths were represented by their Secretary John Tapp. 

The basis of the appeal was that John had informed the League he was going to be away and had identified alternative contacts. The League did not use the alternative contacts as John was back in between his period of absence before going away again. 

The Committee considered the appeal and decided to uphold it. £45 + £10 appeal fee to be returned. 
Correspondence
League Secretary received a phone call from Broadway United Secretary (Now withdrawn) saying that she had been approached by a current Division 3 club to move to their ground for next season. This Club were Moreton Rangers. A discussion with Moreton secretary then confirmed that Moreton would not be continuing in the Cheltenham League next season due to rising fuel costs, pitch hire, referees fees, etc. They will still have a second team in the Stratford Alliance and no team under the banner of Moreton Rangers would be playing at Broadway. 
Martin asked for this statement to be passed on :
“We joined the Cheltenham League as it well run and competitive. As the secretary I have always found your league the best for administration and support and please pass on my thanks to your officers. “

Email request from Welland to extend their season as they are due to play 3 games in 7 days all the way through April and their pitch is up all the time. John H to review this, but noted that Welland did not play many fixtures in November and December. 

Email from Bibury querying the fact that they have to travel to Bishops Cleeve to play FC Barometrics in the GFA County Cup and they felt that unfair as FC Barometrics play in the Cleeve area. Bibury informed to talk to the GFA regarding this as the Cheltenham League have no influence with these matters. 

Email from T. Onions regarding potential problems for clubs using Plock Court next season. (Lack of changing facilities) Terry spoke to Enterprise who run the facility on behalf of Gloucester City Council. Evidently the Tennis centre has decided that 4 changing rooms will change to a play room. Terry is talking to the City Council but there may be problems to overcome down the line. 
  
GFA
A former Cheltenham League Referee has put defamatory remarks about the league on Facebook which were reported to the League Secretary. These have been passed on to the GFA who have charged the referee with failing to act in the best interests of the game. 

Rule Offences: 

March Rule Offences: 
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5i:  Late Payment of Invoices – Fine £15 and suspended: 
Invoices due 26/03/12: Bredon (invoice 10876, £35, club suspended 27/03/12), Naunton Park Rovers (invoice 10897, £22, club suspended 27/03/12), Real Whaddon (invoice 10905, £6, club suspended 27/03/12), Villagereal (invoice 10914, £3, club suspended 27/03/12) 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10b:
i. Late Kick-offs (away team): 17/03/12 – Div 1 Finlay Rovers (5 minutes late - fine £6); Div 5 Tewkesbury Town (7 minutes late – fine £6) 
ii. Players wearing stress pants that are coloured differently to team shorts. Fine £5 for each player: 24/03/12 – Div 3 Upton Town  (2 players)
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10f: Failure to fulfil a fixture. Fined £45* and 3 points deducted:  17/03/12 – Div 5 FC Barometrics, Div 6 Cheltenham Civil Service
*Fine set at £45 by order of the Management Committee due to the nature of the postponement.

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11a: Failure to complete Result cards correctly.  Fine £5 for each offence:

Club Referee Named: 03/03/12 – Div3 Churchdown Panthers, Moreton Rangers; 10/03/12 – Div 4 Hatherley Rangers
Club Referee Marked: 18/02/12 - Div 6 Newlands Athletic; 03/03/12 – Div 3 Churchdown Panthers, Moreton Rangers, Div 4 Naunton Park Rovers, Div 6 Northleach Town; 10/03/12 – Div 4 Hatherley Rangers, Div 6 Newlands Athletic.

Incorrect Referees Name: 25/02/12 - Div 4 Villagereal (named W. Wain was T. Onions)

No Registration Numbers: 03/03/12 – Div 1 Newton FC (1 missing).

No Sportsmanship Marks: 03/03/12 – Div 4 Villagereal; 10/03/12 - Div 4 Whaddon United; 17/03/12 - Div 4 Whaddon United

Referee Marks 60 or less with no letter: 18/02/12 – Div 5 AC Olympia; 25/02/12 - Div 4 Bourton Rovers, Div 5 AC Olympia; 03/03/12 - Div 1 Apperley & Tewkesbury Dynamos, Div 2 Brockworth Albion; 17/03/12 - Div 1 Apperley & Tewkesbury Dynamos, Div 2 Brockworth Albion.
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11b: Failure to Notify the Results Secretary of results or postponements:  

Fined £5 (first offence): 10/03/12 – Div 4 Cheltenham Saracens (result received after 17:30); 17/03/12 – Div 6 Fintan (result received after 17:30), Northleach Town (result received after 17:30)
Fined £10 (second offence): 25/02/12 – Div 6 Hesters Way United (result received after 17:30)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11c: Failure to submit a Match Result card to the Registration Secretary within 5 days of a match.  Fine £10: 18/02/12 - Div 6 Newlands Athletic; 25/02/12 - Div 4 Naunton Park Rovers, Villagereal; 10/03/12 – Div 1 Real Whaddon, Div 4 Bourton Rovers, Div 6 Pittville United
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 13c: Failure to provide a club linesman for the whole match.  Fined £5:  25/02/12 – Div 1 Apperley & Tewkesbury Dynamos 
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 13j: Submission of referees cards & teamsheets. 

i. Failure to submit correctly completed Club Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fine £10: 18/02/12 – Div 5 Smiths Athletic (no referee named, no signature from away team captain); 25/02/12 – Div 5 Apperley & Tewkesbury Dynamos (no score), Div 6 Pittville United (no score); 24/03/12 – Div 4 Cheltenham Civil Service (no score), Div 6 Winchcombe Town (no signature from home team captain, no number of players) 

ii. Failure to submit Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fine £10: 18/02/12 – Div 4 Hatherley Rangers, Div 6 Newlands Athletic; 25/02/12 – Div 4 Naunton Park Rovers, Div 5 Leckhampton Rovers; 10/03/12 – Div 4 Bredon, Div 6 Winchcombe Town; 17/03/12 – Div 4 Bourton Rovers

iii. Failure to submit Teamsheets within 5 days of the match.  Fine £5 for each missing teamsheet: 18/02/12- Div 4 Hatherley Rangers (both sheets missing), Div 6 Newlands Athletic (both sheets missing); 03/03/12 – Div 5 Leckhampton Rovers (both sheets missing); 10/03/12 – Div 4 Bredon (both sheets missing), Div 6 Winchcombe Town (both sheets missing); 17/03/12 – Div 4 Bourton Rovers (both sheets missing) 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 14a: Failing to notify the League Secretary in writing, on or before the 31st March, of its intention to continue in, or withdraw from, the league, for the forthcoming season. Fine £25 per team: Belmore, Hatherley Rangers, Montpellier, Priors, Villagereal, Whaddon United (2 teams), WMK
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with Charities rule 8h: Failure to submit a team squad 48hrs prior to match to their opponents and Registration Secretary: Fine £5: 

28/02/12 – Senior Charities Cup Semi-Final AC Olympia, Gloucester Elmleaze; 06/03/12 – Senior Charities Cup Semi-Final Falcons.

The following Clubs have been charged a £30 administration fee following suspension from the League for Rule Offences. Bredon, Naunton Park Rovers, Real Whaddon, Villagereal
Treasurers Report
M.Neave reported that he had renewed the League trophy insurance which has a total cover of £25,000. 
Referees
Pete Daly reports that it has been an interesting season in my respect, and I thank all to who have supported me in

this new role.

April is another hectic month due to all the mid-week appointments and cup games going

on. Unfortunately on the Easter weekend Saturday 7 th April we are down to the minimum

amount of Referees available as they are committed elsewhere, therefore please bear with

this.

From next season on, I want to conduct all Referees business including Referees registration by email. I have put a form together and will be sending this to all Referees in due course. 

New League Rules for next season
See above

Fixtures
J.Hunt reported that the weekend after Cheltenham Races proved to be troublesome for some of our clubs to raise teams for the Saturday. They informed the league that they could not raise sides and therefore are fined £45, 3 points deducted and the games will be rescheduled. The League will be happy to consider cancelling fixtures on the Saturday after races next season for those clubs who feel they are going find difficulties raising a side and wish to apply to cancel their fixtures on that day in the normal way. 
There is a pitch problem with the 2nd pitch at Bishops Cleeve, therefore the Minor and Junior Charities Semi-Finals will be played one after the other on the main pitch with the 2nd game being under lights. 
Results

B.Hill had a results query regarding the results card from the FC Barometrics v Smiths game. League Secretary to email FC Barometrics Secretary for his comments prior to the Management Committee deciding on the appropriate fine. 
Registrations
P.Tustain reported that there was a problem with transfer forms. Each club originally had 3 forms issued at the AGM. Some clubs then did not use all of their forms, yet they were invoiced for them. Obviously the clubs that did not use the forms objected quite rightly to being invoiced for them. The Committee decided that in future all forms will be on ful-time and they will be invoiced when they use them. 
Any Other Business
Game scheduled for 17th April Bishops Cleeve v Real Whaddon will have to be changed due to pitch allocation. 

Article recently in the Echo regarding a Big Celebration of Gloucestershire Sport to take place in Reeves Field at the end of June/start of July. There are no exhibitors for Football and indeed the governing bodies for Football, Rugby and Cricket would not get involved. Nick Oram to look into this further. 

Real Whaddon raised with the League Secretary their current ground issues in regards to their struggles to get into the Northern Senior League should they finish top of our league. The League have worked hard behind the scenes both with the Borough Council and indeed the GNSL. However, the League can now do no more and have to leave Real Whaddon to carry on with this themselves. We do however wish them well and hope they are successful should they finish top of our league. 
NEXT MANAGEMENT MEETING – Wednesday 25th April 2012 
