CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes from the Management Committee Meeting held at the Victory Club, Cheltenham, on Wednesday 22nd February, 2012.
Attendees    B. Attwood, J.Hunt, T.Onions, M.Neave, T.Holmes, P.Daly, N.Oram, A.Clayton, I.Hamilton

Apologies    J.Crowther, D.Barrett, B.Hill, P.Tustain, B.Overington, G.Cook.
Matters Arising from the minutes. 
League Secretary contacted Bibury Chairman by letter to convey the dim view of the committee on Bibury Secretary’s letter to Don Fletcher – GFA Cups Committee. See below for Bibury reponse. 
Email sent to Upton in regards to their request to re-arranges games on 4th Feb and 10th March. 
League Secretary.

Charity Cup Sub Committee Report – issued to the Management Committee. Awaiting adoption at this meeting. 
This includes trophies and ideas on new trophies for Charity finals as well as league trophies. Report formally adopted at this meeting. 
Public Liability Insurance – Received the quotation from Endsleigh to renew at the same price as last year £530. However I have studied the GFA Public Liability policy which we already have and that seems to suffice for our needs and would save having to pay out another £530. 

This may be an historic thing, but are we really likely to go down this route anyway?

Committee unanimously decided not to renew this policy as the policy in place with the GFA already provides adequate cover. 

League and Charity Cup Trophies – Some of these were late arriving back for which the clubs will be fined accordingly. 

On inspecting these trophies several officers have found major defects.

Tewkesbury Town have admitted that the Junior Charity Cup was damaged in their care and a quotation for repair is awaited from Brownings. 

Also, Senior Charity Cup (solid silver, worth £4500 to £5000) - Pronounced lean to one side.

Minor Charity Cup - Pronounced lean to one side

Division One - One ornate handle significantly out of shape compared to the other.

Division Five - Mis-shaped base means it no long fits its plinth.  Mis-shaped lid means lid can no longer be inserted into top of trophy. Pronounced lean to one side.

Following discussion with Nick Oram who inspected these trophies we agreed that we need to discuss:
Either we need a substantial deposit before we allow clubs to take possession of these cups OR we need to decide that they are for presentation purposes only and demand that they are returned immediately and kept in storage.  It is a  concern that we handed over a trophy worth so much at the Senior Charity Cup Final and to see it in its current state - not even cleaned. No doubt all the clubs will claim that the damage was already done when they received them but I would counter this with the assertion that, if that was the case, they should have reported it at the time.
Action on M.Neave to confirm the League Insurance Policy details and come up with a suggestion to move forward. This will be reviewed at the next League Management Meeting. 
Action on League Secretary to email Brownings to get an estimation of repair costs to all of our trophies that require repair. 
On the trophy situation several of the boxes are not fit for purpose any longer and require replacement. This should be looked at with urgency as the trophies are getting more and more difficult to travel around with. 

Action on B.Attwood to ask one of his contacts for costs to make cabinets for the League and Charities Trophies that require them. 

Football deal for next season – I have canvassed clubs and there is a fair amount of interest in looking at getting discount footballs for our clubs. It would be my proposal that the league purchases the balls and then charges the clubs accordingly. This will fit in nicely with the proposal that we change the league rules to clubs needed 3 fit match balls vice 2 from next season. This has also won approval as a discussion topic with our clubs. 

Action on League Secretary to follow this up and come up with a plan to move forward. 

During the two barren weeks for football when the weather hit us again, permission was granted to play on the 3G pitches available in the county, namely Tewkesbury School and Winchcombe School. Clubs were reminded that they had to inform their opposition of the move to a 3G pitch and indeed any restrictions such as no studs, etc. These pitches as previously stated have been approved by the GFA for use for all games apart from FA Cup games. 

Action on League Secretary and N.Oram to come up with a change of rule to cover the above and the process in regards to registering the pitch as a team alternative and how to convey that information to opposing teams and referees. 
Directions as far as Google maps have been added to Club pages on the League Website. But all clubs should still check the accuracy when confirming matches with opposition and Referees. 
 Correspondence
Letter received from Bibury Chairman regarding the matter above which has now been closed. 
Email received from Referee Darren Bell after he was informed that he was no longer approved to be on our Referees list informing the League Secretary that he is going to instruct his solicitor to take action against the League Secretary.
Clubs emailed to remind them not to use Darren Bell in an un-official capacity as a Referee for any League game.  
Email from Charlton Rovers received regarding a low Referee mark which required a report. The letter was passed to the Referees Secretary and the actual Referee and comments passed back to the club. 

Telephone conversation with Broadway Secretary regarding an abusive phone call received from a player with another Cheltenham League Club. Broadway Secretary advised to pass details to the GFA/ and or the Police if they wanted to pursue further action. 

GFA
GFA Council meeting scheduled for this Thursday 23/2/2012. STOP PRESS.
Brief notes from this meeting that will concern clubs are as follows:

No change in Mileage rate for next season, but GFA will monitor if prices keep rising.

Referees Fees will rise from £20 to £22.

No change in Club affiliation fees. Affiliation forms will be posted out to clubs in April and just the paperwork has to be back by May 31st. Clubs will then be invoiced in June and must pay by 31st July. Clubs will be suspended if this is not paid by 15th August. 

Mandatory Personal Accident cover is required for season 2012/2013. The basic package is £30. This does not necessarily have to be taken out with the FA’s preferred supplier. (Bluefin) As long as clubs have proof they have a policy, then that is fine. Details will be sent out to all clubs by the GFA. 

Likely time of FA Cup Final kick-off is 5.15pm. 

Discipline Fines are up for this season and currently stand at a massive £167,800, I am sure the GFA thank you for this. 

GFA are currently looking through various Leagues’ handbooks to ensure there are no rules that contravene the rules and regulations set by the GFA. 

FA MATCH BASES SUSPENSION -
If a player is sent off it is the clubs responsibility to make certain that the player does not play 21 days after the offence even if the club does not receive the paperwork from the County.
This means that clubs should contact their appropriate FA if one of their players has been sent off even if they have not had confirmation of a sending off by the appropriate FA. Some clubs have been caught out when they have not contacted their appropriate FA and played the player who in-fact was banned. 
Action on League Secretary to email clubs a reminder of this, but this is a club responsibility with the appropriate FA’s.

Rule Offences: 

February Rule Offences: 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5h:  Failure to deal satisfactorily with the business of the League Fine at discretion of Management Committee
i) Failure to provide the League with an alternative contact in the absence of Club Secretary – Fined £10: Newton FC

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5i:  Late Payment of Invoices – Fine £15 and suspended: 
Invoices due 13/02/12: Fintan (invoice 10857, £40, club suspended 14/02/12), Kings (invoice 10862, £20, club suspended 14/02/12), Smiths Athletic (invoice 10868, £20, club suspended 14/02/12)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10b:

i. Late Kick-offs (away team): 07/12/11 – Div 6 Hesters Way United (10 minutes late – fine £6); 21/01/12 – Div 1 Newton FC (10 minutes late – fine £6) 21/01/12 – Div 3 Cheltenham Saracens (40 minutes late – fine £10)
ii. Players wearing stress pants that are coloured differently to team shorts. Fine £5 for each player: 18/02/12 – Div 4 WMK  (2 players)
The following club failed to contact the match official or the Secretary of the opposing Club prior to the playing of a match: Fine £5: 18/02/12 – Div 4 WMK
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10f: Failure to fulfil a fixture. Fined £15 and 3 points deducted:  18/02/12 – Div 5 Fintan, 
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10f: Failure to fulfil a fixture. Fined £20 and 4 points deducted (second offence): 18/02/12 – Div 6 Fintan
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11a: Failure to complete Result cards correctly.  Fine £5 for each offence:

Club Referee Named: 14/01/12 – Div 3 Shurdington Rovers; 21/01/12 – Div 4 Naunton Park Rovers, Whaddon United, Div 6 Newlands Athletic

Club Referee Marked: 14/01/2012 – Div 3 Shurdington Rovers, 21/01/12 – Div 4 Naunton Park Rovers, Whaddon United

Incorrect Referees Name: 07/01/12 – Div 6 Hesters Way United (named D. Powell was M. Ball); 14/01/12 – Div 3 Moreton Rangers (named S. Arkwell was S. Oakey); 21/01/12 – Div 1 Broadway United (named D. Bedford was R. Storr); 28/01/11 - Junior Charities Cup Upton Town (named R. Storr was M. Murray)

No Registration Numbers: 14/01/12 – Div  4 Hatherley Rangers (1 missing).

No Sportsmanship Marks: 17/12/12 – Div  6 Newlands Athletic; 14/01/12 – Div 3 Belmore, Div 6 Newlands Athletic; 21/01/11 – Div  4 Belmore

Referee Marks 60 or less with no letter: 14/01/12 – Div 3 Churchdown  Panthers

No Referees Mark: 11/02/12 – Div  4 Bredon

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11b: Failure to Notify the Results Secretary of results or postponements:  

Fined £5 (first offence):  21/01/12 – Div 2 Winchcombe Town (result received after 16:30); 11/02/12 – Div 3 Belmore (Result Secretary not informed of postponement)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11c: Failure to submit a Match Result card to the Registration Secretary within 5 days of a match.  Fine £10: 28/01/11 - Minor Charities Cup Pittville United.

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11f: Failure to submit a correctly completed team sheet to the referee 15 minutes before a match.  Fine £10:  28/01/12 – Div 5 Gala Wilton

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 13j: Submission of referees cards & teamsheets. 

i. Failure to submit correctly completed Club Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fine £10: 14/01/12 – Div 5 Apperley & Tewkesbury Dynamos (no signature from away team captain), Gala Wilton (no score)

ii. Failure to submit Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fine £10: 17/12/11 – Div 3 Belmore; 21/01/12 – Div 4 FC Lakeside 

iii. Failure to submit Teamsheets within 5 days of the match.  Fine £5 for each missing teamsheet: 17/12/11 – Div 3 Belmore (both sheets missing); 21/01/12 – Div 4 FC Lakeside (both sheets missing)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 14b - withdrawal of a team after the AGM.  Fined £100: Broadway United
The following Clubs have been fined in accordance with rule 18b: Failure to return League Cup to the League Secretary before the 31st January. Fine £15: R.S.G, Smiths Athletic, Tewkesbury Town, 

The following Clubs have been charged a £30 administration fee following suspension from the League for Rule Offences. Fintan, Kings, Smiths Athletic
Treasurers Report
M.Neave had nothing significant to report. 
Referees

Marking of Referees – some clubs are still marking referees on single incidents in a game vice marking over the full 90 minutes. 
Action on League Secretary to email clubs to remind them of the marking guidance in the back of the handbook. 

Scarcity of Referees for Saturday 3rd March due to 12 Referees required to be given to the County Cup games and the County League / Northern Senior League taking Referees.  

A Referee had money stolen from the dressing room at his game at FC Barometrics on Saturday 18/2/12. League Secretary have asked FC Barometrics if they will recompense the money taken. A rugby referee also had some fairly expensive items taken and the police were called. 
New League Rules for next season
No new rules to consider apart from the 3G pitch rule to be proposed. 

Rule revision exercise is now complete and has been adopted by the League Management Committee.

N.Oram to send a copy to the GFA for their sanction. 

The Committee offered thanks to the Rules Sub-Committee for their efforts to get this hard job completed. 
Fixtures
J.Hunt reported that all postponed fixtures have been rescheduled apart from the two Fintan games from last weekend. John stated very quietly that we are still on track to complete the League Fixtures on April 28th 2012. 
Action on League Secretary not to raise in a meeting how well we were doing with a lack of postponements and the good weather. 


 Registrations
P.Tustain is working and had nothing significant to report. 
Action on League Secretary to email Newton in relation to a player who has dropped down from a higher league to play for their club.

Any Other Business
Charties Cup Semi-Final details/documentation – these have all been circulated to the clubs involved and Ben Hill has been busy organising the printing required. 
There is a Full-time seminar being run by the FA taking place at Wembley next Wednesday. John Hunt will be going to represent the Cheltenham League and indeed another member of our Management Committee Nick Oram is going to represent the Northern Senior League. 

A sub-committee will be formed to ascertain :

How our League is using Full-time and develop further usage moving forward. 

This sub-committee will comprise of the League Secretary, P.Daly, J.Hunt and N.Oram.

P.Daly has been investigating mementoes for both League and Cup winners/runners-up. Pete has looked at what is available at two different suppliers in the area and has obtained examples. Given the notice required to ensure our order is ready for the presentations at the end of the season, it was decided that the Charity Cup Sub-committee would make the final decision at their next meeting on Wednesday 7th March 2012. 

Email received from Apperley and Tewkesbury Dynamos asking whether a team that had featured in the Gloucestershire Echo on Monday of this week had applied to join the Cheltenham League for next season. Apperley were concerned that some of their player may consider leaving them for the new club thus leaving them possibly deciding not to have as many teams themselves as they may suffer player shortage. 
NEXT MANAGEMENT MEETING – Wednesday 28th March 2012 
