CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes for the Management Committee Meeting held at the Victory Club, Cheltenham, on Wednesday 25th April, 2012.
Attendees : B.Attwood, J.Hunt, P.Tustain, P.Daly, A.Clayton, M.Neave, B.Hill, T.Holmes, B.Overington, N.Oram, I.Hamilton. 
Apologies    G.Cook, J.Crowther, D.Barrett, T.Onions
Bob Attwood took over the role of Chairman in Terry Onions absence. 
Matters Arising from the minutes. 
FC Lakeside and Bibury have indicated they would like to keep the trophies for their presentations. In line with the previous minutes, if clubs wanted to keep the trophies for presentation evenings or photograph opportunities they would have to provide a cheque for £200 payable to the Cheltenham Association Football League which will be banked. 
B.Attwood arranged for a company to measure up and quote for the trophy cabinets that are in desperate need of replacement.  They hope to issue us with a quotation shortly. 
League Secretary to move forward and plan for use of subsidised footballs by clubs for next season. UHLSPORT have provided two match footballs for trials, we also have the supplied MACRON balls for the Cup Finals, then a decision can be made on the preferred supplier once prices are clear and understood. (Ball trial completed – been offered these at £10 each, so will now ask clubs.)
Macron will present the trophy at the Junior Charities Final on the 9th of May. GMB have been asked for their availability and have indicated they are happy to present a trophy. Ben Hill to ask Bristol Street Motors  if they would like to present one.
League Secretary.

Charity Cup Finals –
Initial date set and agreed with Cheltenham Town for 19th May now off due to Real Whaddons’ unavailability. Subsequent date awaited from Cheltenham Town and this will have to be the agreed date.
Future Developments –
Prices given from new printers for handbooks / Stationary for next season:

This represents a saving on last season and will be pursued. 
Current new applications to join the league stand at 8; Northway, Cheltenham United, Priors Park FC, Staunton and Corse (2 teams), Leckhampton Rovers, Prestbury Rovers, Regency Rovers. The Committee agreed that all would be interviewed with a suggested date of Wednesday 30th May for interview if there is room availability.  J.Hunt, B.Hill, M.Neave, T.Holmes, B.Overington and I.Hamilton indicated their availability. 
Ian Swales (Southside) co-opted onto the League Management Committee and will be invited to attend the next meeting. 
Officers expenses – M.Neave took an action to look at how these are paid and indeed what is being claimed for and report back to the Committee. 
Correspondence
N.Oram’s email to Chris Lucker regarding rule amendments and 3G pitches. It was circulated that the date had passed, but Nick sent ours in to be considered as no-one appeared aware that the date had passed or indeed had been set. 
Email from Butlers informing the league of his request to Parish Council to utilise a 3rd Changing room at John Daniels field for a separate Referees changing room to comply with Division 1 regulations. 

Email from Bibury seeking help with rules; specifically Cirencester rule 8. Nick Oram responded. 

Email from Belmore seeking to sign a player on March 29th even though they had 35 players signed on. Request turned down.

Phone call from Smiths asking if a player who had played 16 games for the GNSL team could player for their Cheltenham League side on Tuesday 24/4. Request turned down given the possible league positions at the foot of Division 5. 

Email from Star on Friday 30th March cancelling their game v Naunton park on Saturday 31st March citing poor availability and injury. 

Email from Referees’ Secretary and Welland Secretary/Manager regarding Abandoned match Priors v Welland on Saturday 31st. The League’s Referees Secretary refereeing. Individual being dealt with by the GFA. Decision by the Committee made to award Welland the 3 points but goals could not be awarded. Action on League Secretary to inform both clubs and Fixtures Secretary to update League Tables. 
Email from Bredon regarding players signed for Northway having played GNSL games for Bredon. Northway responded with the fact that the player played for their 2nd team in the Worcesterhire League. Northway charged with a breach of league rule 11D; the player signed for Northway in July and then went and played NSL for Bredon. Action on Nick Oram to discuss with GNSL in regards to how many games he played for the GNSL side.
 
Announcement made in the local press, to our clubs and on the website regarding Gordon Cook’s decision to stand down from Chairmanship of the League. 

Email received from Referee in Bredon v Cheltenham Saracens (D4) on 7/4 stating that he sent 2 Saracens players off and one pushed him in the chest with 2 hands. GFA are dealing with this. 
Phone call received from Newlands asking if they could re-arrange the date of their Minor Charities Semi-Final. Request denied. Email also received from Newlands asking if some of their other games could be rescheduled as Welland had an advantage in the Minor Charities Final as they had more than 4 days rest prior to it. League Secretary responded with an email suggesting Newlands review their application for next season if they were struggling so much for players. 

Email from several clubs regarding some changing rooms on council grounds not being open over the Easter Weekend. Also, Plock Court were not expecting games over the Easter Weekend. Fixtures Secretary has investigated this with CBC and Plock Court and was satisfied that steps are now in place to resolve these issues in the future. 
Call from Hesters Way United requesting for Agg Gardners to be their Home ground for next season. 
2 complaints received regarding Hatherley Rangers – response and apology received from Pete Newcombe. 

Request from Bibury for the Div 2 trophy and medals to be presented by someone on the committee on Saturday 5th May at their presentation day at 3.45pm. B.Overington agreed to attend on behalf of the Committee. 
Request from Welland to play in their Away kit for the Minor Charities Final. Granted. 

Email from Charlton Rovers asking if teams finishing 2nd in Division 1 could be considered for promotion to the GNSL. 

Confirmed from N.Oram that this is being considered in the rules for next season, but not for this. 

Smiths reported to have played an in-eligible player in their victory v AC Olympia. Smiths owned up to this and await their fate. Game to be replayed with Smiths picking up the expenses for referee, kit washing, pitch hire, etc. Fined £15 and 3 points deducted. League Secretary to notify Smiths. 
League Chairman 
Gordon Cook  made his recommendation that Terry Onions step to take on the role of Chairman of the League until the end of the season from his vice chairman position. Gordon also recommended that Terry fulfil this role for next season. 
Discussion then took place around this as there is another applicant who has been nominated by two clubs and a further applicant who is considering formally applying. 

Terry has also received nomination from two clubs and the closing date for any other nominations in the 30th April. 

A vote will therefore be required at the AGM and the League Secretary would ensure that voting slips are available. 

The candidates will have a 5 minute opportunity to address the AGM if desired. 
  
GFA
Copy of the Rules Revision and League Sanction Committee minutes issued. 
The League have received a charge from GFA that we failed to provide Referees marks to the Referees committee when asked to do so. The League have appealed against this charge as our Referees Secretary did indeed provide the marks that were available. Where clubs have failed to mark Referees and therefore no marks were sent in is actually hindering our ability to send all the marks to the GFA and has resulted in the League being charged. So all clubs, please provide a mark on your Referee. 

Rule Offences
April Rule Offences: 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5h:  Failure to deal satisfactorily with the business of the League Fine at discretion of Management Committee
i) Incurring more fines in one meeting than 5 fine limit set by Management Committee for a club with one team in the League. Fine 1 point deducted:  Hatherley Rangers (10 fines incurred, 1 point deducted from team in Division Four)

ii) Incurring more fines in three consecutive meetings than 10 fine limit set by Management Committee for a club with one team in the League. Fine 2 points deducted:  Hatherley Rangers (16 fines incurred, 2 point deducted from team in Division Four), Newlands Athletic (13 fines incurred, 2 points deducted from team in Division Six)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 8q - playing an ineligible player – Fined £15, points gained from match deducted and further 3 points deducted: 05/04/12 – Div 5 Smiths Athletic (played Jamie Walker under a false name)
The result of the matches concerned were:

05/04/12 – Div 5 AC Olympia Res 1 – 4 Smiths Athletic

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10b:

i. Late Kick-offs (home team): 07/04/12 – Div 4 Hatherley Rangers (5 minutes late – fine £9)
ii. Late Kick-offs (away team): 31/03/12 – Div 6 Northleach Town (13 minutes late – fine £10); 14/04/12 – Div 1 Finlay Rovers (10 minutes late - fine £6)
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10f: Failure to fulfil a fixture. Fined £15 and 3 points deducted:  31/03/12 – Div 4 Star FC

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11a: Failure to complete Result cards correctly.  Fine £5 for each offence:

Club Referee Named: 07/04/12 – Div 4 Hatherley Rangers
Club Referee Marked: 24/03/12 – Div 4 Naunton Park Rangers; 07/04/12 – Div 4 Hatherley Rangers, 

Div 6 Newlands Athletic.

Incorrect Referees Name: 31/03/12 – Div 2 Winchcombe Town (named M. Jagus was L. Cole), Div 3 Cheltenham Saracens (named M. Kimber was Club Referee); 14/04/12 – Div 5 FC Barometrics (named I. Parsons was Club Referee)

No Sportsmanship Marks: 31/03/12 – Div 3 Belmore 

No Referee Named: 05/04/12 – Div 5 Smiths Athletic

Referee Marks 60 or less with no letter: 07/04/12 - Div 4 Bourton Rovers
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11b: Failure to Notify the Results Secretary of results or postponements:  

Fined £5 (first offence): 14/04/12 – Div 2 Brockworth Albion (result received 11.18pm); 21/04/12 – Div 6 Shurdington Rovers (result received 5.53pm)

Fined £10 (second offence): 07/04/12 – Div 4 Bourton Rovers (result received 7.36pm)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11c: Failure to submit a Match Result card to the Registration Secretary within 5 days of a match.  Fine £10: 24/03/12 – Div 6 Pittville United; 31/03/12 – Div 6 Newlands Athletic; 10/04/12 – Div 3 Belmore, Churchdown Panthers

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 13c: Failure to provide a club linesman for the whole match.  Fined £5:  24/03/12 – Div 4 Hatherley Rangers; 0704/12 – Div 1 Star FC, Div 4 Cheltenham Saracens, Hatherley Rangers

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 13j: Submission of referees cards & teamsheets. 

i. Failure to submit correctly completed Club Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fine £10: 07/04/12 – Div 4 Villagereal (no signature from away team captain)

ii. Failure to submit Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fine £10: 24/03/12 – Div 3 Upton Town, Div 4 Elmbridge Old Boys, Div 4 Hatherley Rangers; 31/03/12 – Div 1 Real Whaddon; 07/04/12 – Div 4 Hatherley Rangers; 14/04/12 – Div 6 Charlton Rovers, Newlands Athletic

iii. Failure to Submit Referee’s Result Card within 10 days of the match. Club Suspended: 07/04/12 - Div 4 Hatherley Rangers

iv. Failure to submit Teamsheets within 5 days of the match.  Fine £5 for each missing teamsheet: 24/03/12 – Div 3  Upton Town, Div 4 Elmbridge Old Boys, Hatherley Rangers; 31/03/12 – Div 1 Real Whaddon, Div 6 Charlton Rovers; 07/04/12 – Div 4 Hatherley Rangers; 14/04/12 – Div 6 Charlton Rovers, Div 6 Newlands Athletic
v. Club proven to have altered the information detailed on the Referee's Result Card. Fined £25: 10/03/12 – Div 5 FC Barometrics
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with Charities rule 8h: Failure to submit a team squad 48hrs prior to match to their opponents and Registration Secretary: Fine £5: 

11/04/12 – Minor Charities Cup Semi Final Newlands Athletic

The following Clubs have been charged a £30 administration fee following suspension from the League for Rule Offences. Hatherley Rangers

Treasurers Report
M.Neave reported that the League’s finances are showing a significant improvement this season from last season even though the amount of fines have dropped. 

This is largely due to the sponsorship money, significant discounts negotiated on trophies/medals and continued review of expenditure. There was a discussion on how we should spend some of the money to assist our clubs. 
League Secretary has been negotiating a football deal with a few suppliers and has looked at the possibility of supplying 3 match balls to each of our teams for next season which I am sure will go down well with clubs especially  in the current financial climate. This was therefore proposed by M.Neave and seconded by P.Tustain so the League Secretary will finalise the best possible price with the chosen supplier and order the necessary amount of footballs to be distributed for the start of next season. 

Decision also made to award clubs winning the 3 charity cups £50 each in Macron Sports vouchers as well as the winners of each Division. 
Referees
Email from Referee in Upton v Shurdington game who awarded a free kick to Upton when the Shurdington Goal-keeper bounced the ball before kicking it out. Upton Scored from free kick. Referee admitted his mistake. 
Email from Bredon regarding a referee not turning up for their game on Saturday 31st in a local derby. (The Referee was actually ill on the day of the game)
P.Daly reported that the role has been extremely busy but he thanked all of the Referees for the support they had given him. 
New League Rules for next season
These are with the GFA for review. 
Fixtures
FC Barometrics request to move their game on Thursday 26th April due to one of their sides being involved in the County Cup Final and folk wanting to go and watch the game. Request granted. 
The League will finish on Senior Charities Cup Final day. There are 30 fixtures left to play. 
Results

B.Hill had a results query regarding the results card from the FC Barometrics v Smiths game. League Secretary to email FC Barometrics Secretary for his comments prior to the Management Committee deciding on the appropriate fine. 
Club charged under 13J and fined £25. 
Registrations
Bredon requested permission to play a player who had played more than half the games for their GNSL side. Request denied. 

A discussed ensued on why we had a deadline for new registrations of the 1st March and the committee felt this needed to be reviewed. Therefore the proposal will be put to the AGM that there will be no deadline for signing on new players but there will still be a deadline for transfers of the 31st March. 
Any Other Business
Charities Cup Final arrangements. – Minor final takes place on Wednesday 2nd May with a 7pm kickoff at Bishops Cleeve FC. 
Roll-on, roll-off substitutes were discussed and it was thought that this would be problematic on Cheltenham League matches. This was currently used on Youth matches and the GFA want to trial it on Adult football. 

F.A. Cup final tickets – with a Chelsea v Liverpool final, tickets were very restricted this year. Last year for the Man City V Stoke game, I was able to get all tickets requested. 

The League Secretary had received numerous requests and had passed all of these onto the GFA. However, only 6 Liverpool tickets and 10 Chelsea tickets were received. These were then allocated on a first come, first served basis.

The GFA require a very fast turnaround on ticket applications. Tickets have to be booked and paid for within a very short time-frame. 

Bishops Cleeve, Elmbridge Old Boys, Butlers, Winchcombe and Star were the lucky clubs who received tickets. 

This allocation will be taken into account with ticket requests for next season. 
NEXT MANAGEMENT MEETING – Wednesday 23rd May 2012 
