CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes from the Management Committee Meeting to be held at the Victory Club, Cheltenham, on Wednesday 23rd November, 2011.
Attendees: G.Cook, J.Hunt, N.Oram, P.Tustain, A.Clayton, B.Hill, T.Holmes, B.Overington, T.Onions, I.Hamilton.
Apologies    J.Crowther, D.Barrett, P Daly, B Attwood, M.Neave
Matters Arising from the minutes. 
The Meeting between Ian Hamilton and Ralph Pullin that was scheduled for the 10th October is still waiting to happen. Update  under correspondence. 
League Secretary.

The GFA have been contacted regarding the amount of players on the sine die list that have actually paid their debts. 
They responded by saying the situation was not ideal, but have to rely on clubs in the first instance to check themselves. Email sent out to clubs to this effect until there is light at the end of the tunnel with the GFA. 

Email sent to Apperley & Tewkesbury Dynamos regarding the changing room left in a state. Still waiting to get a cost to put this right from Bishops Cleeve Council. A & TD secretaty to investigate internally at his club and await costs from me. 

Email received from a referee stating the changing rooms were locked at KGV on 29/10/11. John Hunt took this up with CBC who apologised and promised to improve the situation. They will also not charge the clubs that were using the pitches up there on that day. John Hunt to re-calculate the fees owing. 
Email received from Jim Harding Cheltenham RA seeking assistance in getting the complementary ticket for Cheltenham Town home matches restored. With assistance from our Chairman and more information from Jim on benefits his members brought to Cheltenham Town, this was restored much to Jim’s delight. 

Several complaints received regarding attitude of Hesters Way United Football Club players and supporters from both Referees and indeed opposing club secretaries. League Secretary to email Club Secretary and ask for his observations. 
Complaint made against Falcons during their game v Finlay Rovers by the match  referee. This included delay in payment of his fee – some 25 minutes after conclusion of the game. Falcons Secretary contacted and although he was not at the game himself admitted the offence. Falcons fined according to rule. 
Email from Southside concerning one of their players being assaulted during County Cup game v Redbrook Rovers. This is with the GFA and indeed the Police. So no further discussion  can take place on this subject. 

Email from a Tivoli supporter to the GFA regarding players on Sine Die list. David Neale responded, so no further action from required from our Committee.
Next Charity Cup Committee Meeting will be held on Wednesday 14th December at 7pm. 

Broken Fixture – Hatherley v Fintan Reserves. Hatherley charged with broken fixture, Fintan charged with failing to change kit. 
Email from new POC of Gloucestershire branch of St. Johns enquiring if they can be of any assistance to the league. They were informed them of our Charities Finals and they are still happy to provide resources FOC. 

Request for advice received from Falcons regarding a supporter who is the father of two players who regularly gets over excited on match days to the point of abusing Referees. 
Falcons advised on a number of avenues open to them, but ultimately he will be their responsibility and indeed could cause them further problems with action from the GFA should the referee report any problems. 
Ineligible player and indeed photographs to prove it of a Brockworth Albion GNSL player playing for Gloucester Elmleaze against AC Olympia. He wore number 16, clearly pictured, yet number 16 and name of player not down on teamsheet. AC Olympian won 2-0. Gloucester Elmleaze owned up to this and have actually signed the player, but it was too late for this game. Club fined according to rule. (3 points deducted, £15 fine)
Cheltenham Saracens withdrawal of team from Division 6 – see below. Withdrawal ratified, fined according to rule. 
C&G withdrawal of team from Div 3 citing lack of players. Withdrawal ratified, fined according to rule. 
 

Correspondence
Churchdown Panthers reported playing Luke Holder (DOB 13/04/1993) and Ben Jones (DOB10/07/1988) who are on the GFA Sine Die list from the 24/06/2011. Ben Jones – see below from the GFA. Luke Holder – Churchdown deny he played for them, so there is little else we can do even though there was an eye witness. Eye witnesses encouraged to take photographs in future, then there can be no hiding place. 
From Cheltenham Saracens Secretary:

1)    Withdrawal of team from Division 6

 As you have been informed we have withdrawn our team from Division 6 of the League due to player attitude.It commenced with the match v Pittville at Priors Farm when two of our players were sent off resulting in large fines. Tony Hodges £185 and Dave Metcalfe £70.The club was also fined for failing to control its “supporters” who were a group of lads  who were nothing to do with the club but it resulted in a fine of £50.This totalled £305 which the GFA have allowed us to pay in stages. I would request that the league sympathetically look at the fine imposed for this withdrawal based on the fines that have already been placed by the GFA and we took the action to withdraw the team from the league.
Decision by Management Committee to fine according to rule, although we do sympathise with the above and will adopt the GFA position of allowing payment in 2 stages. 
 

2)    Robert Bourne  - As you will be reporting the charges against this player and the club have been not proved so we ask that the points that have been deducted for matches against Tivoli and Andoversford be returned. Management Committee agreed this action would be completed and points returned without further delay. 
 

3)   Newton FC    -    Allegation that the club is offering financial incentives to players to join them. (Two Saracens players already signed. Action on League Secretary to email club for their observations as this is against our league rule 8C. 
Pitch complaint by Pittville United concerning Agg Gardners. Dogs mess and even Dead rats had to be removed from the pitch prior to play. This was reported to the Council who agreed to ensure these pitches are inspected more regularly and they have a desire to work with the league and the clubs to make this happen. They offered to look at moving Pittville United to another facility should they wish. Pitville happy to stay where they are for now and will monitor the situation and provide feedback should problems re-occur. 
Point also raised the meeting with the council that should have happened on the 10th October regarding Priors Farm. I am still awaiting a response. 
GFA

The charge issued to Cheltenham Saracens for playing Robert Borne whilst the player was suspended was found not proven.
Ben Jones was not actually suspended as there was a mix up at the GFA with the money he had paid, so GFA say any charges regarding Ben should be dropped. 

Rule Offences: 

Alan Clayton provided the following:
November Rule Offences: 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5h:  Failure to deal satisfactorily with the business of the League Fine at discretion of Management Committee
i) Failure to inform the Assistant Secretary of match postponement – Fined £ 15: Hatherley FC
ii) Failure to respond to League correspondence within 7 days – Fined £15: Fintan
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5i:  Late Payment of Invoices – Fine £15 and suspended: 
Invoices due 14/11/11: Finlay Rovers (invoice 10808, £5, club suspended 15/11/11)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 8q - playing an ineligible player – Fined £15, points gained from match deducted and further 3 points deducted: 22/10/11 – Div 3 Charlton Rovers; 05/11/11 – Div 1 Gloucester Elmleaze

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 8q: Playing an ineligible player – Fined £45 (three players), points gained from match deducted and further 3 points deducted: 05/11/11 – Div 5 Welland

The result of the matches concerned were:

22/10/11 – Div 3 Charlton Rovers 0 – 11 Churchdown Panters

05/11/11 – Div 1 Gloucester Elmleaze 0 – 2 AC Olympia

05/11/11 – Div 5 Sherbourne Harriers 3 – 4 Welland

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 9a: Failure to provide a change of colours: Fined £5: 12/11/11 – Div 2 Bredon, Fintan
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10b:

i. Late Kick-offs (away team): 22/10/11 – Div 3 Belmore (5 minutes late – fine £6)
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10f: Failure to fulfil a fixture. Fined £15 and 3 points deducted:  01/10/11 – Div 4 Cheltenham Saracens; 12/11/11 – Div 6 Hatherley FC
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10f: Failure to fulfil fixtures in order of precedence. Fined £25:  01/10/11 – Div 4 Cheltenham Saracens
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11a: Failure to complete Result cards correctly.  Fine £5 for each offence:

Club Referee Named: 29/10/11 - Div 5 Priors; 05/11/11 - Div 6 Shurdington Rovers; 12/11/11 - Div 4 Naunton Park Rovers

Club Referee Marked: 29/10/11 - Div 5 Priors; 05/11/11 - Div 6 Shurdington Rovers; 12/11/11 - Div 4 Naunton Park Rovers

Incorrect Referees Name: 05/11/11 - Div 4 Hatherley Rangers (named J.Whitehouse was E.Baker)

No Registration Numbers: 29/10/11 - Div 4 Villagereal (1 missing); 05/11/11 - Div 5 Sherbourne Harriers (1 missing)

No Sportsmanship Marks: 29/10/11 - Div 4 Villagereal
No Referee Named: 29/10/11 - Div 3 Cheltenham Saracens (was L.Cole)
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11b: Failure to Notify the Results Secretary of results or postponements:  

Fined £5 (first offence): 22/10/11 – Junior Challenge Cup FC Barometrics (result received after 16:30), Primary Challenge Cup Hesters Way United (result received after 16:30), Minor Challenge Cup Naunton Park Rovers (result received after 16:30), Villagereal (result received after 16:30)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11c: Failure to submit a Match Result card to the Registration Secretary within 5 days of a match.  Fine £10: 15/10/11 - Div 1 Broadway United; Div 5 Welland, Div 6 Fintan; 22/10/11 - Div 2 FC Barometrics; 29/10/11 - Div 3 Shurdington Rovers

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 13e: Failure to pay the referee within 15 minutes of the completion of the match. Fine £10: 29/10/11 – Div 1 Falcons

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 13j: Submission of referees cards & teamsheets. 

i. Failure to submit correctly completed Club Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fine £10: 12/11/11 – Div 4 Naunton Park Rangers (No score), Div 6 Winchcombe Town (No score, no number of players)

ii. Failure to submit Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fine £10: 28/10/11 – Div 2 Brockworth Albion, Div 4 Hatherley Rangers; 05/11/11 – Div 6 Charlton Rovers

iii. Failure to submit Teamsheets within 5 days of the match.  Fine £5 for each missing teamsheet: 28/10/11 – Div 2 Brockworth Albion (both sheets missing), Div 4 Hatherley Rangers (both sheets missing); 05/11/11 – Div 6 Charlton Rovers (both sheets missing); 12/11/11 – Div 3 Hanley Swan (both sheets missing)
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 14b - withdrawal of a team after the AGM.  Fined £100: C & G, Cheltenham Saracens
The following Clubs have been charged a £30 administration fee following suspension from the League for Rule Offences. Finlay Rover, Fintan, 
Treasurers Report.
Matt Neave sent his apologies but provided the following report:

Matt is required to invoice CBC for the first half of the season’s pitch hire and this will be on the new basis, whereby, John Hunt provides a breakdown of usage. Therefore Matt requires John to provide this and then he will invoice the Council and hopefully we will have a nice slick system. 

A point for the committee to note – we have invoiced exactly the same level of fines and admin fees so far this season as we had done at this point last season, where fines were at the lowest point for a number of years. From what Phil Tustain was reporting, it sounds like we will be earning more in player registrations this season, which will offset any shortfall and of course we do have Sponsorship money this season. Matt will continue to monitor closely. 

The Chairman reported that Matt and his wife (Sadie) announced the arrival of their new baby girl Libby (Elizabeth) on the 14th November. The Committee all offered their congratulations to a future League Treasurer in the making. 
Referees
Pete Daly sent his apologies, as he was putting out fires, however, he offered the following report:

Since I’ve taken over the appointment as Referee’s Secretary, it was a struggle to begin with as the lists etc. that were handed over to me were completely incorrect in lots of ways.  This meant I spent the first 2 weeks on the phone 2 – 3 hours a night obtaining details about the Referees that were either in the League Handbook or very old list.  This has incurred a bill (sorry Matt) due to high usage of the mobile phone.  These being 11th October £24.16 & 11th November £76.92. If Matt requires any further details to reimburse me please let me know.
(Committee agreed that these costs were valid and instructed Matt to pay Pete)

Again due to the time and effort spent I have managed to cover on average 30 fixtures out of 38 up until now. This does have a blip on the negative scale unfortunately.

I’m finding the Referees that do not have the facility to email very difficult at times to contact and appoint. At present I have 12 Officials that do not have email accounts.   I have also been informed that the Post Office is due to put up the cost of postage to £1 a stamp.  Therefore this could make this uneconomical.  Therefore how do we address this situation?
(Committee agreed this was a problem and asked Pete to raise it at the RA. The feeling was that all Referees should have an email address, or access to an email address to speed up this process.)

December 3rd is County Cup Weekend and I have and at present 5 Officials on Senior Amateur Cup, 3 on Junior Challenge Cup, 2 on Intermediate Challenge Cup, 3 on Minor Challenge Cup, & 3 on Primary Challenge Cup.  This goes to show the strength and depth of our League which I am proud to appoint these Officials who represent us on these fixtures.  Unfortunately I have other officials on County League Appointments and Northern Senior League this has led to a shortage of Referees. This will lead to 14 fixtures without an official on this day.

I attended a County Cup Committee meeting recently  and it was mentioned that the only League that has not signed up to the Respect Campaign in Gloucestershire was  The Cheltenham Football   League.  They have asked me to ask the committee if it would be possible for us sign up to it.  (On a personal note I don’t think it works until they sort this out in the higher echelons of the football pyramid). 
(Committee asked Pete to feed back that we will not sign up to the Respect Campaign until such a time that the FA gets this right at the top level of football, and then this filters down to grass roots. )

Nick Peters' name first appears in the Handbook's list of referees registered with the Cheltenham League in 1995. Nick is retiring from Refereeing at the end of November due to recovery time taking him longer after a game. The Management Committee wished to place on record its vote of thanks to Nick for his service and an email / letter of thanks will be formally sent to Nick when he hangs up his whistle. 
New League Rules for next season

Following the latest meeting of the Cheltenham League Rules Revision Sub Committee yesterday evening (17th November), the word document detailing the amendments that will be recommended by the Sub Committee, is attached.

The annotation in the document is the same as previously advised, i.e text to be removed is in red and struck through, whilst text to be added is in blue.
The meeting on 17th November spent over 1.5 hours considering rule 8 and rule 9.  These changes begin on page 7 and finish on page 12 of the attached document.  Significant changes have been made to rule 8, including the alteration of the sub section letters of all rules after rule 8(B).  The new proposals do now, however, exactly mirror the contents of the Football Association's Standard Code of Rules.  All references to sub sections of rule 8 throughout the rest of the rules have also been altered - rule 8(p) has become rule 8(n) and rule 8(q) has changed to rule 8(o).

In addition, the major changes to rule 9 relate to two sub sections that are not in the Standard Code of Rules.  Rule 9(c) has been removed completely, as it is believed that the matter of sponsorship details on shirts is adequately covered by GFA and FA rules, whilst rule 9(d) has been moved and merged with the contents of the old rule 2(f), which in itself has been incorporated into 2(e) to make it compliant with the Standard Code of Rules.  The proposed changes to rule 2(e) can be found on page 2 of the attached document.
Fixtures
John Hunt reported that we are currently well up with fixtures and this was mainly due to the good weather we have been enjoying. There are of course gaps where Clubs have pulled out of the league during the current season and John has accommodated clubs who have approached him trying to re-arrange fixtures to fill some blank Saturdays. 

Bredon and Broadway are in Evesham Hospital Cup action on January 14th to commemorate 100 years. John has postponed their league fixtures on that date, but is still awaiting contact from Broadway. 

There is a survey to fill out on Swindon Village in the quest for CBC’s application for a grant for upgrading the Swindon Village Pitches. League Secretary took the survey away to complete. 
Registrations
Phil Tustain reported:

As of 6pm on Wednesday 23rd November 2011 there were 1,496 players registered with the League. There have been 48 transferred and due to demand 10 more registration books have been ordered. Considering the amount of teams that have withdrawn from the League so far this season, this is a surprisingly high number. 

Phil will be away from the 28th November to the 5th December and has already informed clubs. 
Any Other Business
Tony Holmes raised the point that he felt a Referee had charged his club too much mileage during a recent game. League Secretary  to write to the referee and ask for his observations. 

There is an FA award due to be presented to our Vice Chairman Bob Attwood to mark his 50 years service. This will hopefully be presented at our club meeting on the 25th January 2011. 

The league has received an invite to the Cheltenham and District Sports Association for the Disabled Christmas function. (This is one of our nominated Charities) The League Chairman and Vice President/League Historian will attend to represent the league. 

Phil Tustain informed the Committee that he had been contacted by Shurdington informing him that they may have to change their Club Secretary and will inform the League in the very near future if this is going to happen and the name of the new incumbent. 
NEXT MANAGEMENT MEETING – Wednesday 11th January 2012 
NEXT CLUB MEETING – Wednesday 25th January 2012 (note new date)

