CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held at the Victory Club, Cheltenham, on Wednesday 30th March, 2011
Attendees: B.Attwood, I.Hamilton, J Hunt, M.Neave, A.Clayton
 R Overington, B.Hill, T.Onions, P.Tustain, N.Oram.
Apologies  G.Cook, C.Williams,  J.Crowther, D.Barrett
The Chairman opened the meeting with message of best wishes to John Crowther from the Committee.
Minutes of the previous meeting. 
Held on Wednesday 23rd February were read and accepted. 
Matters Arising from the minutes. 
League Secretary contacted GFA regarding debt recovery against Finlay.
Report regarding a game involving Cheltenham Saracens in Division 4 with the GFA.
Report regarding a game involving Gloucester Elmleaze in Division 3 with the GFA.
League Secretary contacted Cheltenham Borough Council regarding Ambulance access to CBC grounds. 

League Secretary.
Finlay FC  resignation accepted. Results and fixtures will be expunged.
Debt recovery with the GFA including a £25 cheque which will be added to the debt. Finlay secretary has provided a list of players who the debt should be shared between. Total owed to the league £115 and now the £25 as well. 

Real Whaddon – Priors ground accepted by the Gloucestershire Northern Senior League. 

Broadway – Ground not accepted by the Gloucestershire Northern Senior League, club left with list of work to be completed by a deadline date. League Secretary to ascertain if Broadway intend to continue with this. 

Invoice for computers purchased for the Chariman and Treasurer sent to the GFA. However we could only put a maximum claim in for £810  out of the near £1200 spent as the claim can only be £10 per club and we had 81 clubs at the time of submission. 

Big Yellow storage have put up their hire charge by £70 per year. League Secretary checking other quotes. 
Ashley Cleal playing whilst banned for Cheltenham Saracens. This is currently with the GFA so this committee can not act further until the GFA have finished dealing with it. 

Confusion during a game where an official referee turned up to referee a game only to be told he was not required as the club had arranged their own. This is unacceptable and the club agreed to pay the official referee his fee and expenses. Clubs are urged to contact the Referees’ Secretary if in any doubt. Note: Some clubs and referees have said they can not always get hold of the Referees’ Secretary on match day. Action on Referees’ Secretary to report back on this. 

FA Cup Final tickets – one request in so far from Winchcombe to be put in the hat for the ticket draw. Note: This can not be done until after the semi-finals as clubs may want to re-think when they know who will be in the final. 

Trophies are all complete and ready for collection from Brownings. They are to invoice the League Treasurer and deduct £50 as their payment for advertising in the Charity Cup Final Programs. 

Correspondence
Cheltenham Borough Council have informed the league very late in the day that they have added £2 per pitch hire to our clubs using their pitches. Committee felt the treasurer should go back to CBC and say this is not acceptable at this late stage of the season. Treasurer to investigate and report back. 

Observation made from a club concerning an official referee refereeing clubs that he had present or past connections with. Referees’ secretary dealt with this and will seek information from Referees registering for next season of any present or past connection with a club. 

Letter received from Northleach regarding behaviour of certain Northway supporters in their bar area and alleged racist/rude comments made to some females present. Northway responded to email from League Secretary by informing the league that an internal investigation is under way to identify the culprit/culprits. Northway chairman also said he would contact Northleach and offer an apology as this behaviour was unacceptable. 

Woodmancote Secretary informed the league that the club wished to offer their resignation from the League. Derek cited several problems they had encountered as just some of the factors that had forced their committee to reach this decision. Derek thanked the league for their help after their early season admin problems. League Secretary expressed his and the Leagues’ disappointment at losing a club of such stature and longevity in the league and wished the committee well and hoped to see them again in the future. It had been pleasing that the club had improved its admin since Derek had been in the role. Derek further added that the club had enough funds in its account to pay the Cheltenham League the fines due. 
This resignation was accepted by the committee and Woodmancotes record and fixtures would be expunged. 

League Secretary informed that a game involving Charlton Rovers and Elmbridge recently whereby a club referee refereed the game and Elmbridge were not given the opportunity to sign the card. The card was then sent in with an away signature on that was not in-fact an Elmbridge signature. Upon speaking to Charlton Rovers, they informed the League Secretary that the club looked for Elmbridge after the game, but they had already left. So the Charlton Rovers chap had signed for both clubs but had not informed Elmbridge he had done so. 
The committee viewed this quite seriously as detailed on page 36 of the handbook :

The committee therefore agreed to a fine of £10 for a wrong or incomplete card and a further £25 as a severely dealt with punishment in accordance with the details on page 36. 
Appeal by Southside FC
Southside FC requested and were granted an appeal. Southside were represented by their Secretary Ian Swales and their Treasurer Angela Swales. 

Southside were appealing against their points deduction regarding a loss of  7 points for playing an ineligible player. 
Unfortunately the previous secretary had used envelopes to send his registration forms in that were in-fact just too big under the Post Office envelope sizing regulations to be delivered. Hence, they were stuck at the post office whereby the Registration Secretary had to go down, pay the excess postage and pick up the envelopes himself. This obviously resulted in delays, and thereby the late form received leading to Southside un-knowingly playing an ineligible player. 
Southside felt they had done all they could and since the offence had actually been hand delivering all documents to ensure everything got to its right destination on time. 

This matter was considered long and hard by the committee who did have sympathy for Southside’s plight. Indeed the previous Club Secretary had actually stood down after this episode. 

The Committee turned down Southsides appeal, however they decided there would be no points deduction. 
They further decided that Southside would have to replay their game they actually won  against Bourton Rovers and would pay Bourtons’ travel expenses to a reasonable GFA set mileage level for coming to Cheltenham to replay the game. 

The fine and appeal fee would stand and would not be returned to the club. 

The Chairman thanked Southside for their attendance and Southside left the meeting. 
GFA
Email received from the GFA asking for comments regarding a rewording of a rule that would mean the Cheltenham League taking clubs from the Cirencester League so they could move upwards in the pyramid. Currently the winners of the Cirencester League can not move up to the Gloucestershire Northern Senior League. 
This could have serious ramifications in the proposed wording as the League may be forced to put clubs directly into Division 1 of the Cheltenham League.

The committee discussed this in-depth and Nick Oram agreed to pen a response with his considerable experience. 

The committee unanimously voted against this as we had to protect our own league clubs as well as being able to cater for clubs coming down from the Northern Senior League. 

League Secretary to send response back to the GFA before 5th April for their consideration. 

Rules Revision
GFA had sent an email containing the new standardised set of rules for next season and asked for comments/changes that could effect our own league rules. 

There was a discussion on the GFA’s new set of rules and Bob Attwood’s aims at simplifying our own rules for next season. 

Action on Bob Attwood and Nick Oram to complete our response to the GFA by 4th April. 

Bob will then look to set up a meeting of the Leagues rule committee to set our own up for the new season. 
Rule Offences: 

Mr Alan Clayton provided the following information:
March Rule Offences: 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11a: Failure to complete Result cards correctly.  Fined £5 for each offence:

Club Referee Named: 05/03/11 – Div 4 Hatherley Rangers

Club Referee Marked: 05/03/11 – Div 4 Hatherley Rangers

Incorrect Referees Name: 05/03/11 – Div 2 FC Barometrics (Named A. Ward was M. Kimber)

No Registration Numbers: 09/02/11 - Div 1 Broadway United (2 numbers missing)

No Sportsmanship Marks: 05/03/11 - Div 6 Fintan; 19/03/11 – Div 5 Andoversford
Incorrect Score: 26/02/11 – Div 1 Kings (stated 1-2 was 2-1)

No Referees Marks: 19/02/11 – Div 6 Charlton Rovers

Referee Marks 60 or less with no letter: 19/02/11 – Div 1 Kings; 12/03/11 – Div 1 Apperley & Tewkesbury Dynamos, Div 3 Belmore; 19/03/11 – Div 6 Priors
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11b: Failure to Notify the Results Secretary of results or postponements:  
Fined £5 (first offence): 26/03/11 – Div 1 Real Whaddon (result notified after 17:15), Div 4 Smiths Athletic (result notified after 17:15); Div 6 Cheltenham Saracens (result notified after 17:15)
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11c: Failure to submit a Match Result card to the Registration Secretary within 5 days of a match.  Fined £10: 19/03/11 – Div 4 Kings

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 13j: Submission of referees cards & teamsheets. 

i. Failure to submit Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fined £10: 19/02/11 - Div 3 Upton Town; 12/03/11 – Div 4 Smiths Athletic; 19/03/11 – Div 1 Endsleigh, Div 4 Smiths Athletic
ii.  Failure to submit correctly completed Club Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fined £10:  19/02/11 – Div 6 Northleach Town (no score, no number of players); 05/03/11 – Div 3 Charlton Rovers (not signed by away team), Div 4 Cheltenham Saracens (no score), Div 6 Hesters Way United; 19/03/11 – Div 6 Northleach Town (no score, no number of players)
iii. Failure to submit Teamsheets within 5 days of the match.  Fined £5 for each missing teamsheet: 12/03/11  – Div 4 Smiths Athletic (both sheets missing), 19/03/11 – Div 1 Endsleigh (both sheets missing), Div 4 Smiths Athletic (both sheets missing)
iv. Club proven to have altered the information detailed on the Referee's Result Card. Fined £25: 05/03/11 – Div 3 Charlton Rovers
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 14b - withdrawal of a team after the AGM.  Fined £100: Woodmancote (resignation received 28/03/11)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with Charities rule 8h: Failing to submit a team squad 48hrs prior to match. Fined £5: 23/03/11 - Senior Charities Siddington, Whaddon United

Treasurers Report.

Matt Neave reported that the first Charities Semi-Final raised a very healthy sum of £123. This was a great effort given that this game had received little publicity from the local paper. 
Matt also made a plea to all the league officers to get their expenses in by the 30th April if possible. 
Referees
Carl Williams was working away but has appointed all the officials for the remaining league games and the cup Semi-Finals and Finals already and issued these. 
Fixtures.
John Hunt reported that all fixtures are up to date and the league is still on course to finish on the 7th May. 
John further reported that April is going to be an extremely busy month. 

Request received from Broadway to move their fixture on April 21st as they had 75% of their players involved in a Sunday cup Final on the same night. At this point John Hunt (Real Whaddon Secretary as well as League Fixtures Secretary left the room.) This request was turned down and action on the League Secretary to inform Broadway. (Broadway have since informed the league that their cup Final date has actually been moved, so they were fine with the April 21st fixture)

John Hunt then returned to the meeting after the decision was made. 

Registrations.  
Phil Tustain reported a quieter period as the registration period had ended. 
Any Other Business
League Secretary reported that we had a total of 10 applications in so far for new/reserves clubs for next season.
One application was for 2 teams from one club. So 11 teams in total. Closing date is today. 

A meeting is planned for W/B 11th April to interview all the clubs that have applied. (actual date to be confirmed)

NEXT MANAGEMENT MEETING – WEDNESDAY, April 20th, 2011.  Meeting K.O. 7pm
