CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held at the Victory Club, Cheltenham, on Wednesday 23rd February, 2011
Attendees: G.Cook, I.Hamilton, J Hunt, M.Neave, 
 C.Williams, R Overington, B.Hill, T.Onions, P.Tustain.
Apologies  B.Attwood, N.Oram, A.Clayton,  J.Crowther, D.Barrett
The Chairman opened the meeting with message of best wishes to John Crowther from the Committee.
Minutes of the previous meeting. 
Held on Wednesday 21st January were read and accepted. 
Matters Arising from the minutes. 
League Secretary notified Churchdown Panthers regarding their shirt colour. 
Referees Secretary emailed an apology to Apperley & Tewkesbury Dynamos for the high referee fee.

League Secretary contacted Matt Harvey of Star regarding their game v 66 Star United. 

League Secretary contacted referee to organise payment for his pitch inspections.

League Secretary contacted Prestbury Rovers to inform them they still had to play their game on 5th February.

League Secretary contacted previous Historian to inform him that Nick Oram was now taking on this role. 

League Secretary organised a Charities Cup Committee Meeting. 

League Secretary.
Finlay FC  resignation sent to the League on Tuesday 8th February. Club Secretary reported that due to circumstance’s with players not paying money towards the club and owing money for fines that have been paid to the GFA, the club has no money left in the bank and for the past three games, he had been covering the costs of referees and other costs to the club. He had decided to step down as club Secretary and the remaining members and players were not willing to take over the running of the club. He understands that there will be fines imposed on the club for withdrawing and asks for the costs of these fines to be shared between players that are signed on. He also produced a list of players signed on and another list of players signed on that owe money to the club and indeed money to the GFA. 
The Management Committee were disappointed that the Club is pulling out of the league but understood the reasons why. Finlay’s record will be expunged once all fines are settled and their resignation is officially accepted. 

Action on League Secretary to contact the GFA to resolve the outstanding monies owing to different parties and to ensure players who signed for new clubs pay what is due by them or be suspended. 

Disturbing report received from a referee who was very unhappy with the attitude of Hesters Way United in a game he refereed. He cited poor attitude and discipline and requested not to referee the team again. This will be monitored in future games and a response from Hesters Way United Secretary may be required if this occurs again. 
Disturbing report received from  a referee involving a game with Cheltenham Saracens in Division 4. This is subject to action by the GFA so will be on hold until the GFA decision is made. 

Disturbing report received from a referee involving a game with Gloucester Elmleaze. This is subject to action by the GFA so will be on hold until the GFA decision is made. 

Correspondence

An email was sent in from Pheonix asking if their fine and points deduction for their broken fixture against Finlay would be returned now Finlay have pulled out of the league. League Management Committee concluded that as Finlay were an operating club at the time of this, the decision applied at the time would stand as it would for any other club in a similar scenario. 
Email received from Siddington regarding them being unable to fulfil their fixture v Whaddon United. Covered in rule offences below.
Email received from FC Barometrcs regarding them being unable to fulfil their fixture v WMK. Covered in rule offences below.

Email received from Tivoli Rovers and Smiths regarding their game kicking off late on January 29th. This has not been reported by the match referee, so no further action can be taken. 
Email received from Cheltenham Sunday League Secretary asking for assistance in recouping monies owed by players. The Committee felt the Sunday League should take this up with the GFA as our League is doing regarding Finlay players above. 

Email received from Southside regarding their fixture v Hanley Swan. The Committee felt if Southside wanted this taken further they had to produce a report to the Worcestershire FA for their consideration in the first instance. 

Two formal applications for new teams to join the league have been received. One from Newlands Athletic who plan to be based at Newlands Park in Bishops Cleeve and one from Cheltenham Town Supporters Football Club who plan to be based at Bishops Cleeve Parish Council playing Fields. (The last one is minus the necessary cheque for £30, so League Secretary sent an email to the club to chase it)

Other clubs have until 31st March to send the application and necessary £30 application fee to the League Secretary. Applications will then be considered by the League Management Committee after that date. 

Appeal by Star FC
Star FC requested and were granted an appeal. Star were represented by their Secretary Matthew Harvey and their Vice Chairman Mark Elliott. 

Star were not happy that their game v 66 Star United was ordered to be replayed. This had been a drawn game 5-5 where 66 Star United had been fined and had points deducted. Star felt that they had drawn the game, they should be allowed to keep the point and not replay the game or they could actually be penalised if they subsequently lost the game if replayed and it would be no fault of their own. 
The Committee upheld Star’s appeal, ordered a return of the appeal fee, no replay of the game, goals scored retained, goals against deleted, 1 point kept. 

The Chairman thanked Star for their attendance and Star left the meeting. 
GFA
Council Meeting held last Thursday at GFA HQ. A few quick points:

Referees registration fee will rise to £20 next season. Mileage expenses will go up to 35p a mile vice 32p a mile.

There will be no increase in Referee match fees.

Club/League affiliation fee will rise by £2.

Tournament affiliation will rise to £20 unless it is a registered charity which will be £10. 

£4 increase in public liability insurance but this will double the liability from £5 million to £10 million. 

Roger Vaughan to meet with all Referees Secretaries and League Secretaries on 19th May to discuss ways to retain Referees on the list. 

GFA  have arranged for the FA Fulltime League Administrator to visit GFA HQ on Monday 21st March to go through the benefits and features of Fulltime. League Secretary, Assistant/Fixtures Secretary and Referees’ Secretary to attend. 
Rule Offences: 

Mr Alan Clayton provided the following information:
 February Rule Offences: 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5h:  Failure to deal satisfactorily with the business of the League Fine at discretion of Management Committee
i) Failure to contact Results Secretary with match result (first report) –Fine £15: 19/02/11 – Div 1 Real Whaddon
ii) Failure to be represented for the duration of the Club Meeting - Fine £15: Belmore, Cheltenham Saracens, Northway
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 8q - playing an ineligible player – Fined £15, points gained from match deducted and further 3 points deducted: 

12/02/11 – Div 6 Pittville United (form No 1763 received 1 day late)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 8q: Playing an ineligible player – Fined £15, points gained from match deducted and further 4 points deducted (second offence):
05/02/11 – Div 4 Finlay FC (form No 1851 received three days late); 12/02/11 – Div 3 Southside (form No 1256 received ten days late)

The results of the matches concerned were:

05/02/11 – Div 4 Finlay FC 2 – 4 Whaddon United (Finlay FC deducted 4 pts) 

12/02/11 – Div 3 Southside 6 – 1 Bourton Rovers (Southside deducted 7 pts, match to be replayed)

12/02/11 – Div 6 Pittville United 1 – 1 Southside (Pittville United deducted 4 pts, Southside offered option of replay) 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10b:

i. Failure to supply two footballs fit for play. Fine £10: 22/01/11 – Div 5 FC Barometrics
ii. Failure to supply a First Aid Kit. Fine £5: 15/01/11 – Div 2 Northway 
iii. Late Kick-offs (home team): 22/01/11 – Div 5 FC Barometrics (8 minutes late – fine £9) 
iv. Players wearing stress pants that are coloured differently to team shorts. Fine £5 for each player: 08/01/11 – Div 1 Star FC (3 players), 19/02/11 – Div 5 Gala Wilton (1 player)
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10f: Failure to fulfil a fixture - Fine £15 and 3 points deducted: 29/01/11 – Div 1 Siddington; 19/02/11 – Div 5 - FC Barometrics
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11a: Failure to complete Result cards correctly.  Fined £5 for each offence:

Club Referee Marked: 12/02/11 – Div 4 Hatherley Rangers, Div 5 Sherborne Harriers, Div 6 Hesters Way United.

Incorrect Referees Name: 08/01/11 - Minor Charities Cup Charlton Rovers (Named C. Burridge was S. Hedges)

No Referee Named:  08/01/11 – Div 4 Hatherley Rangers; 29/01/11 – Div 6 Cheltenham Saracens, Hesters Way United; 19/02/11 – Div 6 Cheltonians
Incorrect Score: 05/02/11 – Minor Charities Cup FC Barometrics (stated 2-3 was 1-5)

No Referees Marks: 29/01/11 – Div 6 Cheltenham Saracens; 19/02/11 Div 6 Cheltonians

Referee Marks 60 or less with no letter: 08/01/11 – Div 3 Elmbridge Old Boys; 15/01/11 – Div 3 Elmbridge Old Boys; 22/01/11 - Div 6 Hesters Way United; 29/01/11 – Div 4 Kings, Div 6 Hesters Way United; 19/02/11 – Div 2 Northway

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11c: Failure to submit a Match Result card to the Registration Secretary within 5 days of a match.  Fined £10: 08/01/11 – Div 3 Upton Town; 15/01/11 - Div 4 Hatherley Rangers, Div 6 Fintan; 29/01/11 – Div 1 Woodmancote, Div 2 Cinderford Town; 05/02/11 - Senior Charities Cup Finlay Rovers

The following clubs have been fined in accordance with rule 11f: Failure to submit a correctly completed teamsheet at least 15 minutes but no earlier than 30 minutes before the stated time of kick-off. Fine £10: 28/01/11 Div 4 - Bredon, RSG (sheets submitted at kick-off)
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 13j: Submission of referees cards & teamsheets. 

i. Failure to submit correctly completed Club Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fined £10:  22/01/11 – Div 5 Sherborne Harriers (incorrect score); 29/01/11 – Div 4 Star FC (No Score, no number of players); 12/02/11 – Div 5 Cheltenham Civil Service (no score), Div 6 Pittville United (not signed by home team)
ii. Failure to submit Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fine £10: 15/01/11 – Div 4 Hatherley Rangers, Smiths Athletic; 22/01/11 – Div 3 Smiths Athletic

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 14b - withdrawal of a team after the AGM.  Fine £100: Finlay FC (resignation received 08/02/2011)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance Rule 18b: Failure to return League Cup to the League Secretary by 31 January:  Division Five - Cheltenham Saracens, Minor Charities Cup – Cheltenham Saracens
Treasurers Report.

Matt Neave reported that the accounts were in a good financial position. 
He still had a Senior Citizens Charity cheque for £1000 as he was unable to locate a recipient. John Crowther normally sorts this out with the relevant people. Chairman Gordon Cook undertook an action to pursue this. 

Matt provided the current figures on the money he is holding in the various accounts, but he was still awaiting invoices from Cheltenham Borough Council. 

Matt also reported he had not received an invoice for trophies as of yet. League Secretary is still in negotiation on trophies and reported there was still plenty of time to decide on our supplier. 

Chairman Gordon Cook to talk to Pat  Stiley regarding the wording to be engraved on  the trophy to be awarded  to the Referee of the Senior Charities Final in memory of Arthur Stiley. 
Referees
Carl Williams reported that due to the success of our Clubs in the County Cups and the fact that several of them had been awarded home ties, he had to supply 16 officials to the GFA for these games. This will mean that on Saturday March 5th there will be an extreme shortage of referees’ for League games. League Secretary to ensure this message gets to clubs via these minutes and via the Website. 
Email received by the Referees’ Secretary from a referee asking if he was able to officiate on the Cheltenham League again after being excluded. This was subject to GFA action so was on hold until that action is completed. 
Fixtures.
John Hunt reported that he had 12 more games to re-arrange plus a further 6 from the weekend just gone. This season as was last has proved extremely challenging for John and the Committee expressed their thanks once again for Johns’ continuous efforts on the fixtures. 
The Committee agreed to extend the season until May 7th. Fingers crossed that the weather now improves. 

The Charities Cup dates are still to be finalised but John is looking for late March or early April for the Semi-Finals. There is a Charities Cup Committee meeting scheduled for Wednesday 9th March to finalise all the arrangements. 

John had received a request by Southside reserves to postpone their game v Hesters Way due to a players birthday. 

This was rejected by the Committee. League Secretary to notify Southside. 
John had also received a request by Woodmancote to postpone their game v Siddington due to a wedding. This was again rejected by the Committee. League Secretary to notify Woodmancote. 

This rule needs looking at for next season and will be added to the list for the Rules Revision Sub-Committee. 
Promotion to the Northern Senior League – John met with David Purser to discuss ground requirements. The only ground in Cheltenham likely to meet the grade will be Priors Farm. However Broadway have indicated that they intend to apply for promotion by the required date of 1st March and their ground is likely to make the grade required. 
David Purser informed John that a team finishing 3rd or 4th in Division 1 can apply due to the casual vacancy arising providing their ground meets the necessary standard. 

Following a situation at Plock Court where an ambulance could not get through to treat a player with a broken leg. (In this case someone had parked blocking the gate. Ben Hill has taken action to ensure this does not happen in the future)

John felt that at some CBC grounds in Cheltenham, this could well be an issue whereby gates are locked and no keys are present to open them on match days. League Secretary to write to Cheltenham Borough Council to ask what they procedures are in place to ensure this is covered on match days. 
Registrations.  
Phil Tustain had nothing else to add other than the rule offences as above. 

Reminder - Last date for player registration or transfer is 1st March except by special permission of the Management Committee. 

Phil will be unavailable from the 21st – 25th March inclusively. 

Results Secretary
Ben Hill stated the need to hold a Charities cup meeting. – See above, scheduled for Wednesday 9th March.
Any Other Business
Rules Sub Committee needs to meet soon to get a standard set of rules back to the GFA by the required date. League Secretary to talk to Bob Attwood to agree suitable date. 
NEXT MANAGEMENT MEETING – WEDNESDAY, March 30th, 2011.  Meeting K.O. 7pm
