CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held at the Victory Club, Cheltenham, on Wednesday 20th April, 2011
Attendees: G.Cook,  B.Attwood, I.Hamilton, J Hunt,  A.Clayton
 R Overington, B.Hill, T.Onions, P.Tustain, C.Williams, N.Oram.
Apologies  M.Neave,  J.Crowther,  D.Barrett
The Chairman opened the meeting by reporting that he had spoken to Dennis Barrett our League Patron who was feeling generally quite well, but was unable to attend our meeting. The Chairman also reported that the League Secretary had also spoken to John Crowther our  President who was feeling better also, but not well enough to attend our meeting. League Secretary took an action to keep Dennis and John up to date with copies of our minutes. 

The Chairman announced that the League Treasurer had been granted permission to re-commence his Treasurer duties by the GFA. He also gave a vote of thanks on behalf of the committee to the League Secretary who has been handling the Treasurer duties whilst our full time Treasurer has been unable to. (League Secretary breathed a big sigh of relief that Matt Neave can now continue his role as it has been an extremely busy period. )

Minutes of the previous meeting. 
Held on Wednesday 30th March were read and accepted with one correction. 
In the fines section unders 13j, it should read Div 3 Smiths Athletic. 
Matters Arising from the minutes. 
Broadway continuing with their application to the Northern Senior League and completing the ground works required to be accepted in the league. This has to be completed by the 5th May for them to be accepted. NSL have not heard from Broadway as to how that is progressing or whether it is likely to be accepted. Broadway have completed the applicaton to stay in the Cheltenham League if not successful. 
Ashley Cleal case playing whilst suspended proven by GFA. Registration Secretary to investigate which game/games the player played in for Cheltenham Saracens and fine/points deduction as appropriate. 

Action on Referees’ Secretary from last meeting regarding some clubs stating they are still having troubles getting hold of him especially on match days. Carl stated that he coaches on Saturday mornings up until 11:30, but clubs can get hold of him on 07766 120292 after that time or any other time. League Secretary to email all clubs with this information. 
Cinderford Town
Unfortunately, the League Secretary received an email sent from a mobile phone at 12.20pm last Saturday 16/4/2011 saying Cinderford Town are withdrawing from the league with immediate effect and to send their invoice through to them to settle. League Secretary did not see this until 1.30pm and immediately contacted Dowty Dynamos who were ready to play their fixture at home against them. It was very disappointing that Cinderford did not see fit to make contact earlier or the day before and by a personal phone call rather than an email. 

However Cinderford Town have been a very problematic club in terms of admin to the league this season and indeed they have taken up a considerable amount of extra effort from various League officiers. 

They appeared before the committee at the September 30th meeting and accepted the committees’ decision of :

A suspended fine of £200 for this season on the basis that the Administration improves. This would cover all aspects of admin, from cancelling fixtures through to withdrawal of their club from the league. (This is taken from the September 30th minutes)

Therefore the League formally accepts their resignation from the league and their record will be expunged. 

Further more they will be fined a total of £200 (Rule 5(h)) suspended fine, £100 withdrawal from the league, Rule 14(b) 

£25 – Failure to notify League Secretary of intention to withdraw from the League by March 31st. Rule 14(a)

£15 – Failing to reply to official correspondence from the League within seven days. Rule 5(h)
Rule 10(f) - Failure to Fulfill a fixture (16/04/2011), second offence, minimum fine £20

Rule 5(h) - Failure to satisfactorily attend to the business of the League, specifically failing to notify opposition of postponement on 16/04/2011. Fine at the discretion of the Management Committee.
Total = £360 plus the last one to be decided. 
League Secretary.
Applications are now closed as per handbook for FA Cup Final tickets. 3 clubs have applied and 2 committee members. 
11 new teams have applied to enter teams in the League for next season, namely : 
Bibury, Northway Reserves, Newlands Athletic, Hatherley FC, Cleeve FC, Naunton Park Rovers, Shurdington Rovers (2 teams), Tivoli Rovers Reserves, Moreton Rangers Reserves, Welland.

New team meeting whereby all clubs above who are not already members of the Cheltenham League will be interviewed on Thursday 12th May 2011 at the Victory Club commencing at 7.15pm. 

All other clubs now re-registered / notified of withdrawing at the end of the season or withdrawn already. 

66 Star United and Charlton Kings have informed the League Secretary that they will not continue in the Cheltenham League next season but will see out this season. 

Charities Cup Semi-Finals have gone extremely well. The efforts of the Management Committee who manned these Semi-Finals are really appreciated. So far £619.20 has been raised for our chosen charities with a sizeable contribution included in this from our Match officials on the night. League Secretary to write formally to our Referees Secretary with a word of thanks. 
Clubs that hosted the Semi-Finals have done a great job looking after all in attendance and a letter of thanks will be forwarded at the conclusion of all the Final games. 

Line up of Finals and Officials has been formalised so congratulations to the following clubs and officials:

Real Whaddon v Whaddon United to be played at Cheltenham Towns’ ground on Thursday 5th May kick-off at 6.30pm. 

Referee – C Williams, AR’s -  M.Lytheer, P.Kerrod, 4th Official – P.Daly

Tivoli Rovers v Tewkesbury Town to be played at Bishops Cleeves ground on Thursday 28th April kick-off at 7.00pm.

Referee – V.Prout, AR’s – O. Spendor, M.Kimber, 4th Official – N. Newport-Black.

Fintan v AC Olympia to be played at Chelt. Saracens ground on Tuesday 26th April kick-off at 7.00pm. 

Referee – S.Shaw, AR’s – I. Clapton, R. Store, 4th Official – L. Cole. 

Correspondence
The League are still in negotiation with  Cheltenham Borough Council in regards to them putting up their pitch hire charges very late in the day. CBC are currently not being very flexible regarding this, but the League will not give up easily. League Secretary to get an update from the Treasurer. 
Echo contacted League Secretary regarding the story of a player/players urinating pitch side. The team had been identified as Falcons. League Secretary asked Falcons Secretary for his comments and he reported that players had gone into the bushes in search of a football and that may have been why the player/players were thought to be urinating. League Secretary has already emailed all clubs to state this is un-acceptable if it was true and that the authorities would be looking at this closely. This has severe implications and the Clubs were duty bound to police this with their own players. League Secretary to write to the GFA to ascertain if there was anything more they could suggest as a means of stopping this practice. 
Possible in-eligible player reported playing for FC Barometrics.
This was found proven, so FC Barometrics will be fined as per rule. They have also been warned in writing as this is not their first offence of this nature. 

Possible in-eligible player reported playing for Charlton Rovers. This is currently being investigated by the Registration Secretary, but will be looked at urgently as this could affect the final league standings. 
Broken fixture reported when RSG were due to play Smiths in Division 4 midweek. RSG turned up and were ready to play. Smiths could not raise a side and offered a sincere apology. This will be dealt with as per rule and a home win is awarded to RSG. 

GFA
Email received from the GFA inviting our Referees’ Secretary to a seminar to discuss Referee recruitment and retention. (Unfortunately our Referees’ Secretary is working so will be unable to attend)
GFA gave Matt Neave permission to return to his League Treasurer role. (As mentioned above)

GFA have offered to run a presentation whereby they will talk about the new disciplinary proceedings for next season to game based suspension rather than day based suspension. The committee felt this was best served at a Club meeting so clubs can question anything that does not make sense. League Secretary to contact the GFA requesting this for a future meeting prior to the start of next season. 
Rules Revision
Bob Attwood and Nick Oram completed their response to the GFA and the GFA have agreed to the proposals from the Cheltenham League. League Secretary to forward a copy to the Committee members and then put the proposals to the AGM for clubs to vote on in June. 
Bob and Nick are still to look to set up a meeting of the Leagues rule committee to set our own up for the new season. 
Rule Offences: 

Mr Alan Clayton provided the following information:
April Rule Offences: 

  The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5h:  Failure to deal satisfactorily with the business of the League Fine at discretion of Management Committee
i) Incurring more fines in one meeting than 7 fine limit set by Management Committee for a club with two teams in the League. Fine 1 point deducted from all teams: FC Barometrics (8 fines incurred, 1 point deducted from team in Division Two and from team in Division Five)

ii) Breaking the conditions of a Suspended Fine issued 30/09/10: Fined £200: Cinderford Town

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 8q: Playing an ineligible player – Fined £15, points gained from match deducted and further 4 points deducted (first offence):
05/03/11 – Div 3 Cheltenham Saracens (played Ashley Cleal under a false name whilst suspended)
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 8q: Playing an ineligible player – Fined £15, points gained from match deducted and further 4 points deducted (second offence):
09/04/11 – Div 5 FC Barometrics (played Eddie Rollason under a false name)

The results of the matches concerned were:

05/03/11 – Div 3 Southside 2 – 0 Cheltenham Saracens ( Cheltenham Saracens deducted 3 pts)

09/04/11 – Div 5 AC Olympia 1 – 1 FC Barometrics (FC Barometrics deducted 5 pts) 
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10b:

i. Late Kick-offs (away team): 12/04/11 – Div 5 Tewkesbury Town (10 minutes late – fine £6) 
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10e: Playing with less than 11 players: 16/04/11 – Div 4 Bredon (10 players - fine £5)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10f: Failure to fulfil a fixture - Fine £15 and 3 points deducted:  12/04/11 – Div 4 Smiths Athletic; 16/04/11 – Div 2 Cinderford Town

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11a: Failure to complete Result cards correctly.  Fined £5 for each offence:
Club Referee Named: 19/03/11 – Div 5 FC Barometrics

Club Referee Marked: 19/03/11 – Div 5 FC Barometrics; 02/04/11 – Div 4 R.S.G.
No Sportsmanship Marks: 02/04/11 – Div 6 Hesters Way United; 05/04/11 – Div 1 Newton FC; 16/04/11 – Div 5 Fintan FC

No Referee Named: 26/03/11 – Div 6 Hesters Way United 
No Referees Marks: 26/03/11 – Div 6 Hesters Way United

Referee Marks 60 or less with no letter: 12/04/11 – Div 1 Finlay Rovers

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11b: Failure to Notify the Results Secretary of results or postponements:  

Fined £5 (first offence): 02/04/11 – Div 1 Finlay Rovers (result notified after 17:15), Div 3 Elmbridge Old Boys (result notified after 17:15), Div 5 Andoversford (result notified after 17:15); 09/04/11 – Div 6 Priors (result notified after 17:15)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11c: Failure to submit a Match Result card to the Registration Secretary within 5 days of a match.  Fined £10: 19/03/11 – Div 5 FC Barometrics; 26/03/11 – Div 6 Fintan; 02/04/11 – Div 2 FC Barometrics, Div 5 FC Barometics; 05/04/11 – Div 2 FC Barometrics; 07/04/11 – Div 5 FC Barometrics

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 13c: Failure to provide a club linesman for the whole match.  Fined £5:  02/04/11 – Div 4 Bredon, Div 5 – Apperley & Tewkesbury Dynamos 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 13j: Submission of referees cards & teamsheets. 

i. Failure to submit Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fined £10: 26/03/11 – Div 4 Falcons; 02/04/11 – Div 3 Smiths Athletic

ii. Failure to submit correctly completed Club Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fined £10:  26/03/11 – Div 6 Pittville United (no score, no number of players); 02/04/11 – Div 6 Apperley & Tewkesbury Dynamos (no score, no number of players), Charlton Kings (not signed by away team); 12/04/11 – Div 6 Pittville United (no score) 

iii. Failure to submit Teamsheets within 5 days of the match.  Fined £5 for each missing teamsheet: 26/03/11 – Div 4 Falcons (both sheets missing); 02/04/11 – Div 3 Smiths Athletic (both sheets missing)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 14a: Failing to notify the League Secretary in writing, on or before the 31st March, of its intention to continue in, or withdraw from, the league, for the forthcoming season. Fine £25 per team: 66 Star United, Belmore, Broadway United, Charlton Kings, Cinderford Town, Elmbridge Old Boys, Fintan, Leckhampton Rovers, Tewkesbury Town (2 teams), WMK

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 14b - withdrawal of a team after the AGM.  Fined £100: Cinderford Town (resignation received 16/04/11)

The following Clubs have been charged a £30 administration fee following suspension from the League for Rule Offences.  66 Star United, Broadway United, Cinderford Town, Elmbridge Old Boys, Belmore
Treasurers Report.

League Secretary handling these duties up until today reported a very busy period dealing with all the invoices for player registration, etc. There were still 2 clubs who have not paid in time despite being contacted numerous times. 
These two clubs Broadway and Hesters Way are therefore suspended until these invoices are paid. 

FA grant money received from the FA in regards to the purchase of IT equipment for our Treasurer and Chairman. 

More detailed report will come from our League Treasurer at the next meeting. 
Referees
Carl Williams reported that a referee had his car broken into at KGV. A PCSO well known to the league then found a kit bag that had been stolen in the break-in and handed it back to a grateful referee. 
Carl then explained how the Charities Cup Finals were officials were chosen as evidently one referee on the Cheltenham League was questioning this. The committee accepted how the allocation was made and thought it was done fairly and for the right reasons. 

Carl also reported that some clubs were still appointing their own referees which is not permitted without first consulting Carl.  If clubs do not have a referee appointed, first contact Carl on 07766 120292 and he will advise on your course of action to take. 
Also, if someone at a club only has email access on certain days of the week, please make alternative email addresses available to the League Secretary. In this day and age, there must be more email addresses available at clubs for use to pass urgent messages such as referee changes through. 
Carl also stated he will attempt to get the referees for games made available on the Wednesday evening before the Saturday to give clubs more notice. He will then ring clubs where changes have been made. 

Carl also reported that he had received a suggestion from a League Referee on how referees can be appointed to League matches in the future. The idea was that referees are rotated through the divisions rather than top down. Carl agreed to put a small presentation together for discussion and approval/rejection at the next clubs meeting or AGM. 

Fixtures.
John Hunt reported that all fixtures are up to date and the league will finish on May 7th. 
John has made some minor changes in regards to clubs involved in Cup Finals, but all is now planned and will be passed to our Referees Secretary. 

John has worked extremely hard on the fixtures and deserves full credit for the job he has done. 

Registrations.  
Phil Tustain had nothing to report. 
Any Other Business
It was agreed to present the Divisional trophies where Leagues are already tied up. Clubs should contact the League Secretary to arrange this. 
Trophies will have to be returned to the League Secretary for engraving as per handbook procedures. 

There would be 16 medals available for the League winners, but clubs could request extra through the League Secretary and where granted, the extra would have to be paid for by the requesting clubs. 

Sportmanship Marks – These will be collated by Alan Clayton. 

Charities Money – This would be handed over to the Treasurer by Bob Overington when all the games are concluded. 

League Sponsorship – This is still being worked on by several of the committee and more information will follow when available. 

Committee members who stood manning the various gates at the Semi-Finals made a request for some warm jackets to cater for colder conditions. Committee would look into this. 

NEXT MANAGEMENT MEETING – WEDNESDAY, May 25th, 2011.  Meeting K.O. 7pm
IMPORTANT INFORMATION  AGM  NOW – WEDNESDAY, June 15th, 2011.  Meeting K.O. 7.15pm

